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Paul's Confession and Ours 


By R. W. Howard 


Acts 26 : 13: ‘At midday, O king, I saw inthe 
way a ‘tight from heaven, above .the brightness 7 
the sun, shining round about me A them whic 
journeyed with me 
OW shining — more so on. the light! 
And brighter than a sunlit day; 
There shone on me a Life so bright 
He burned my very self away! s 





Romans 10: 9,:10: “‘ That -if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth ‘Ge Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine rt that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt ‘be saved. For with the heart man 
th unto right ; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” 


With my mouth I confess the Lord Jesus, 
my Lord, 
As the Ransomer purchasing me 
In the death of all deaths on the God-cursed 
cross — 
What a Saviour of saviours is He! 


With my heart I believe in the Christ who 
arose — 
For I died in His death on the tree — 
Yet in Christ I arose, and in newness of 
life! (Rom. 6: 4) 
What a Victor of victors is He! 


"] 
“Not Ashamed of the Gospel” 


New blessings are constantly coming 
from the old Gospel. That is why Paul 
was “not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth” (Rom. 1: 16). 
Another evangelist of the same name, Dr. 
Paul Rood, President of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, recently had a_ blessed 
experience of the wonder-working power 
of this only Gospel. In meetings in Seattle 
the wife of a radio singer: was led to Christ. 





Her husband came to the meetings, and 
one night Dr. Rood felt constrained to say 
to him: “I am praying for you, and you 
are going to be saved shortly. Will you 
let me know when it happens?” About 
a week later the singer came forward at 
the close of a meeting and said he wanted 
to be saved, and Dr. Rood had the joy of 
leading him to the Lord. The next day at 
the noonday meeting the story of his con- 
version was told, and the man, who is 
well known to the radio audience of the 
Northwest, sang his testimony. There was 
a hush as he began: 

In loving kindness Jesus came, 

My soul in mercy to reclaim: 

And ,from the depths of sin and shame 

Thro’ grace He lifted me. 
Dr. Rood, in writing of this in a letter 
to friends of the Institute, says: “People 
were wiping away tears, and sobs inter- 
mingled with hallelujahs all over the thea- 
ter.” Reports of similar responses came 
in from radio listeners in all parts of the 
Northwest. And when, at that noonday 
meeting, the invitation was given, twenty- 


& 


five souls came forward for salvation, and 
among others were the son and daughter 
of the singer. There is only one Gospel 
that can do this. 

’ a 


Friends 

Have you a friend? He is poor 
indeed who has none. Most of us have 
human friends whose companionship and 
understanding and love are the most pre- 
cious of our earthly possessions. A Chris- 
tian woman, who has proved herself a true 
friend, writes in a personal letter to friends 
some thousands of miles distant: “Friends 
are surely God’s way of giving folkses 
cities of refuge— what say?” Her word 
is a beautiful picture of the protection and 
safety of human friendship. And it points 
straight to the Friend above all others, the 
Friend we may all have even if earthly 
friends fail us or are taken from us. All 
who have received the Son of God as their 
Saviour, can say of him, with joy unspeak- 
able, “This is my Friend” (Song of Sol- 
omon 5: 16). 
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“Arthington’s Million” 


one of the mightiest missionaries of 
our generation. Mrs. McKenzie of 
Livingstonia gives an illustration of his 
sovereign good sense. When she made ap- 
plication for service iti his mission he said: 

“ET hope you don’t think you are going 
to Africa to live in a mud hut like a 
native, eat your food off enameled dishes, 
and deny yourself in every way. God does 
not want your grave. He wants your 
work and your best work. You are going 
to try to raise the Africans, not to live 
down to their level.” 

This was sound advice, but it was not 
the theory of Robert Arthington of Leeds, 
England. He was unsparing to his body 
and uncompromising in his asceticism, and 
if he lived to the ripe age of seventy-four 
there must have been a toughness of con- 
stitution to account for it. Although a man 
of great wealth, he lived in penury. A 
loaf of bread and a jug of milk was left 
at his door daily; he shivered in a bare 
room, and wore his father’s dilapidated 
clothes. Yet he. was of Cambridge Uni- 
versity training, and accustomed in early 
life to the comforts of large property. For 


Feene of LAWS of Livingstonia was 





This editorial is based on the book, “Arthing- 
ton’s Million,” by A. M. Chirgwin. (May be 
obtained from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 90 cents paper, 
$1.25 cloth, postpaid.) 


the sake of missions he literally cut his 
living to the bone. 

“This one thing I do,” might have been 
his device. About 1850 he became inter- 
ested in foreign missions and dedicated 
himself and his money —to the last -ha’- 
penny—to that cause. He became an 
untiring student of the subject with all its 
outlying phases of geography and anthro- 
pology. Night and day he read reports 
and publications, subscribing to more mis- 
sionary literature than any man of his time. 
He gave away constantly and seemed to 
have believed that this was eating into his 
capital. Such was not the case, however. 
This strange man did not concern himself 
with his huge fortune. That was the af- 
fair of his brokers. When he came to 
make his will he believed this fortune 
amounted to some £80,000 ($400,000). 
Actually it was ten times that amount. In 
astonishment he broke out with, “I'll give 
it away immediately. No one has a right 
to so much money.” 

And this he did. 

The return of Christ in power was made 
contingent by Christ on the earth-wide 
evangelism of the nations, and this great 
fact gripped Robert Arthington mind and 
soul. It was the key to his theory of mis- 
sions. He was anxious to force open all 
doors and to enter every land in the name 
of Christ. He went to extremes which 
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one might do whose knowledge of mis- 
sions came altogether from reading and 
was without personal contact with the field. 


Certainly he was by nature of an uncom- - 


promising type. Later in life he modified 
his views to a certain extent, yet to the 
end he was eager to help new work, work 
on the frontiers of the Kingdom, He felt 
that the weight of denominational machinery 
was too often a drag on evangelism. -It 
was the eager, evangelistic emphasis of 
the English Baptists that led him to select 
them as a leading agency for his expendi- 
tures. 


Older men of our day remember when 
Stanley emerged from darkest Congo in 
August, 1877. It was a new beginning in 
the history of Africa, and Arthington was 
prepared for it. He knew all that was 
known of Central Africa geography, and by 
shrewd surmises had pieced together a 
theory of the rest which fairly coincided 
with Stanley’s discoveries. On May 14, 
1877, he made to the English Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society a proposition for the estab- 
lishment of a chain of missions up the 
Congo to be met by a similar chain of 
stations from East Africa which he was 
ready to finance for the English Congre- 
gationalists. On July 11, 1877, a month be- 
fore Stanley reached the Congo mouth, the 
English Baptists set their hands to the 
enterprise. The Congo Mission of the 
B. M. S. and the Central Africa Missions 
of the L, M. S. are the great memorials 
to his name. Arthington saw the signifi- 
cance of riverways for missionary enter- 
prise and made them subserve the purposes 
of Christ much as Paul used the Roman 
roads. When Stanley’s “In Darkest Af- 
rica” came from the press he presented 
to the English Baptists the steamer Peace, 
with the understanding that such a steamer 
“should be maintained on the Congo and 
its affluents, until Christ and his salvation 
shall be known all along the Congo from 
Stanley Pool to the first cataract of the 
Upper Congo.” The steamer Good News 
was presented to the London Missionary 
Society for similar. purposes on Lake Tan- 
ganyika. 

The two English societies which he was 
backing put through the program with as- 
tonishing celerity. Ten stations at a dis- 
tance of a hundred miles from each other 
were the Congo plan. In thirteen years 
six of these were operating, and by 1905 
the Gospel had been carried 1,400 miles 
up the river. In rorr a station at Wayika, 
200 miles beyond, marked the half distance; 
on the other side of Africa the London 
Missionary Society established 20 stations 
in 16 years. The chain was thus complete. 

These and similar large gifts were to 
run a series of years and then stop. The 
oligopistot (“those of little faith’) saw 
here a great danger. ‘The societies would 
lean on the crutch offered them. When 
it was withdrawn they would fall.” But 
it has not worked out so. By 1924 the 
Baptist Missionary Society had _ 18,000 
church members on the Congo and a Chris- 
tian community of 49,000; the L. M. S., 
some 4,000 church members, and a Chris- 
tian community of 12,000. An Arthington- 
subsidized mission in the Lushai hills, be- 
tween India and Burma, raised up a large 
community of Christians (more than half 
the population) which is practically now 
self-supporting. “There is a chapel on 
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every hilltop, and Christians greet you in 
every village.” The Arthington mission- 
ary, John Whiteside, evangelized the war- 
tike Matabeles of Rhodesia. These people 
have laid aside their spears and are going 
from village to village as missionaries of 
Christ, and they are meeting the whole 
cost of the work. Arthington money came 
to the help of the Nyassa Industrial Mis- 
sion when it was on the verge of founder- 
ing. The outstanding later feature of this 
mission has been the evangelistic work 
which the African Christians have them- 
selves undertaken, not only in their own 
villages but in the neighboring Portuguese 
East Africa. Arthington grants aided them 
until they we:e able to stand alone. In 
1933 a number of strong, self-supporting 
churches founded “The Society of Preach- 
ing Messengers in Other Lands.” 

The Arthington estate was finally settled 
in 1910. It amounted to five and a half 
million dollars. No money was to be put 
into endowments, and the whole sum was 
to be disbursed in twenty-five years. Arth- 
ington hazarded his expenditures in the 
belief that God would give the results. 
It was as when the gardener sows his 
phosphates with liberal hand. _ The increase 
in crop renews the financial outlay. 

This reproductive character of the Arth- 


(Continued on page 499) 
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What of the Federal Council's 
National Preaching Mission ? 


Please tell us about the Preaching Mis- 
sion of the Federal Council of Churches. 
I understand that the Mission is coming to 
Birmingham. I do not see how much good 
ean come from the Federal Council. And 
it seems to me, though I do not know the 
viewpoint of each, that the Mission is dom- 
inated by Modernists. The ministers of 
this city appear to be largely back of it. 
An organization has already been formu- 
lated, and Dr. Holt, the Federal Council 
President, has addressed a gathering of 
ministers and laymen in the interest of the 
Mission, which comes in October. 


I am a ministér. I am a conservative. I 
do not want to be snared into a Modernistic 
preaching mission. I want to know, so far 
as possible, the theological viewpoint of the 
members of the Mission. I want to know 
whether I should support, tolerate, or op- 
pose the Mission; and I want to know the 
reasons for the attitude I assume. At the 
present time I do not see how I can support 
the Mission with my influence. Will you 
please help me and (doubtless) many other 
ministers on this issue? Give us an early 
article in the Times. I shall personally 
appreciate your doing this—An Alabama 
pastor. 


It is well known that the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches has so far departed from 
the evangelical Christian faith that a num- 
ber of denominations have discontinued 
their relationship with, and support of, this 
organization. For years past its Presidents 
have been men conspicuous for either their 
Modernistic cenvictions or their Modern- 
istic leadership. How, then, can such an 
organization conduct a preaching mission 
of. real Scriptural and evangelistic truth 
and power? 

The National Preaching Mission, made 
up of some twenty-six leaders from Amer- 








July 25, 1936 


ica and abroad, will conduct in twenty-five 
major cities, during three months beginning 
in the autumn, a nation-wide series of meet- 
ings, and remaining for four days in each 
city. Among the speakers are the following: 

President Albert W. Beaven, of Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School, well known as 
one of the most Liberal and Modernistic 
of our theological seminaries. 

Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, of St. John’s Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, St. Louis, 
and President of the Federal Council. Dr. 
Holt said recently in a missionary meeting 
that the message of the China Inland Mis- 
sion (which is true to the whole Word 
of God and the Blood Gospel as the only 
way of salvation for lost sinners) “could 
not reach modern China.” 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones, of India, the popu- 
lar missionary and preacher whose books 
are filled with Modernistic repudiations of 
Scriptural truth, as shown in earlier edi- 
torials in THe Sunpay Scoot Times. 
Dr. Jones repudiates the God of the Old 
Testament, says that Modernism is needed 
in the Church, and now, in his latest book, 
says that Russian Communism includes 
some elements and principles that the Chris- 
tian Church may well heed. 

Dr. Lynn.Harold Hough, of Drew The- 
ological Seminary, Madison, N. J., one of 
the most Modernistic of our theological 
seminaries. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, Senior Secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church (North), who, while 
Mrs. Pearl Buck was a missionary under 
his Board, insisted, and still insists, that 
there are no Modernists among their mis- 
sionaries; and of whom a Presbyterian 
missionary in India, serving under. Dr. 
Speer’s Board, says of him that his “de- 
fense of flagrant Modernism . . . will have 
more divisive influence than all the criti- 
cisms made against the Board.” 

The Federal Council’s Preaching Mission 
includes other well known Modernists, and 
includes also some well known Conserva- 
tives, such as Bishop Arthur J. Moore, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church (South) ; 
and Dr. George W. Truett, of the First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas. 

The official statements from the Federal 
Council announcing this Mission and its 
purpose and message say not a word about 
salvation for lost souls. Many of the lead- 
ing spirits of the Federal Council and of 
this Preaching Mission do not believe that 
souls are eternally lost. without Christ,. nor 
do they believe that Christ died as the - 
sinner’s Substitute, and that salvation is 
only by faith in his shed blood. Naturally, 
salvation and the Blood Gospel have no 
place in this Mission. There is no “offense 
of the cross” in its purpose or message. 
It does not plan to tell men they are lost 
without Christ, but it appeals to their pride 
as it announces that it will “confront 
through group contacts, and public meet- 
ings as well, the clear thought and cour- 
ageous will of the American people as their 
finer feeling and best tradition.” And all 
this will be done by assembling a group 
of “the most convincing interpreters of the 
Gospel in Christendom,” modestly an- 
nounces the Council! 

The salvation of the lost, and the revival 
of the true Church, will not be brought 
to pass by the 1936 Preaching Mission of 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America. 
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Elijah, the Miracle Worker and 


His power and courage during the infamous reign of a wicked king and queen 








Man of Faith 


By R. Saillens 











E HAVE noted the most striking 

points of resemblance between these 

two Elijahs; let us turn to the no 
less striking study of the contrast that 
exists between them. 

Elijah was a man of miracles. On his 
very first appearance in Bible history, Eli- 
jah called forth drought upon the land 
of Israel. “As the Lord God of Israel 
liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years, but ac- 
cording to my word’ (1 Kings 17:1). 
What assurance and authority! And it 
was so. The Lord sent his servant to the 
brook Cherith, where he was fed morning 
and evening by ravens, until the brook dried 
up because there was no rain in the land. 
From thence, he went to Zarephath, where 
a widow fed him with miraculous provi- 
sions at the word of the Lord. We can- 
not but admire in passing the faith of this 
woman; reduced to one last handful of 
meal for herself and her son, she does not 
hesitate to believe the word of the prophet, 
but makes a cake for him first. In these 
days of almost universal poverty let us 
remember the example of this heathen 
woman. Centuries later, Jesus Christ em- 
phasized the fact that God chose this 
stranger rather than all the widows in 
Israel (Luke 4: 23-26). Further on, we 
find the story of the raising from the dead 
of the widow’s son in answer to Elijah’s 
prayer. It is the first miracle of this kind 
in Scripture; neither Abraham, Moses, 
David, nor any other servant of God, be- 
fore Elijah, had raised the dead. 


God’s Slaughters — and Man’s 


Then, there is the great miracle on Mount 
Carmel. After the prophets of Baal*had 
spent long and fruitless hours in vain repe- 
titions to their God, Elijah gathered the 
people round “the altar of the Lord that 
was broken down” (1 Kings 18:30). 
Mount Carmel was probably one of those 
“high places” upon which the Law of Moses 
forbade sacrifice. Since Solomon had built 
the Temple, Jerusalem was the only sanc- 
tuary recognized of God; but in exceptional 
times the Lord permitted exceptions in 
practice, as in the case of David fleeing 
before Saul when he was allowed to eat 
the shewbread which it was lawful only 
for the priests to eat (1 Sam. 21:6). Such 
infractions of the ceremonial law, which in- 
fringed neither the moral law nor the glory 
of God, were justified by Christ himself. 

Fire fell from Heaven and consumed the 
sacrifice in answer to Elijah’s humble 
prayer, instinct with dignity and simplicity 
in striking contrast to the supplications of 
the priests of Baal. The people fell on 
their faces and cried: “The Lord, he is 
God!” It seemed at last that the nation 
had turned to God. In order to make this 
mass movement a more decisive act, Elijah 
slew the 450 prophets of Baal at the brook 
Kishon: a bloody revolution, as every revo- 
lution must be, alas, even the most lawful! 


There is a touch of irony in the 
dialogue between Ahab and Elijah 
(1 Kings 18:17, 18). Ahab said the 
wrong thing when he asked, “Art thou 
he that troubleth Israel?” and in reply 
he got more than he bargained for. 
With divinely given courage and di- 
rectness Elijah at once replied: “ have 
not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father’s house, in that ye have forsaken 
the d ts of the Lord, and 
thou hast followed Baalim.” 


God honored the faith of his servant, 
and according to his sovereign will 
brought Elijah through many a dan- 
gerous situation and allowed him to 
perform many miracles. In this third 
article of his series on The Two Elijahs, 
Pastor Saillens of France reviews the 
mighty acts and glorious ascension 
of the great Old Testament prophet. 
The study will be concluded in next 
week’s issue. 











In order to understand these terrible slaugh- 
ters, of which we read so often in the Old 
Testament, it must be borne in mind that 
Jehovah was not only the God of Israel, 
but also her temporal King, and that the 
secular and the religious domains were not 
distinct under the Old Testament Covenant. 

The state churches have fallen into the 
error of confusing these two domains, 
whereas the Gospel message makes it abun- 
dantly clear that they are absolutely sepa- 
rate. Israel was God’s chosen people by a 
natural inheritance, but the Church is a 
chosen people only by the personal faith 
of each member. We should never forget 
the words of Tertullian: “One is not born 
a Christian, one becomes a Christian.” 
The bloody slaughters of the Old Testa- 
ment were justified, but those of the In- 
quisition were hateful. 

Once again we are on Mount Carmel, 
with Elijah who has come to be alone, 
and await God’s answer to his prayer. He 
has dared to tell Ahab that the longed-for 
rain would fall, and that, before a single 
cloud had appeared on the horizon! Now 
he is at prayer (1 Kings 18: 41-46). Never 
had a man shown more perfecf faith: Eli- 
jah is the ideal example of the man of 
faith (Jas. 5: 16-18). 


When Carmel Was Forgotten 


This wonderful life draws on to its close. 
Ahab died apparently unconverted; his son 
Ahaziah reigned in his stead. “He... 
walked in the way of his father, and in 
the way of his mother, . . . for he served 
Baal, and worshipped him” (1 Kings 22: 
51-53). All Elijah’s efforts, all his miracles, 
have therefore been in vain; the people 
have gone back to their idolatry. With 
the return of the rain, humiliation and re- 
pentance are no longer necessary, the mir- 
acle on Carmel is forgotten! 

Ahaziah fell ill and sent to inquire of 
Baal whether he would recover. Elijah, 
at the commandment of the Lord, went to 
meet these messengers and rebuked both 


them and their king for their idolatrous 
practices. The king sent a captain of fifty 
with his fifty to arrest him, but Elijah 
called down fire from Heaven which con- 
sumed them. A second company met with 
a like fate, and for the third time Ahaziah 
sent a captain of fifty with his fifty; this 
captain must have been one of those “seven 
thousand in israel, all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him” (1 Kings 
19:18), for Elijah spared him and _ his 
men and went with him to warn the king 
that he was soon to die. 

And now we come to another miracle 
of the life of Elijah, and what a miracle! 
The prophet, accompanied by his faithful 
Elisha, leaves Gilgal for Bethel (2 Kings 
2:1). There is a fever upon him, he 
cannot stay anywhere; something urges 
him onward, but to what goal? Elisha 
refuses to leave him, for he, too, shares 
this growing presentiment of some imminent 
event. Even the “sons of the prophets” at 
Bethel and Jericho realize that something 
extraordinary is about to happen, — their 
master is going to leave them. When Elijah 
reached the bank of the Jordan he “took 
his mantle, and wrapped it together, and 
smote the waters, and they were divided 
hither and thither, so that they two went 
over on dry ground.” Such a thing had 
only happened once before, in Joshua’s 
time. Elisha repeated the miracle after 
Elijah had been caught up and had let 
fall his mantle, for he had asked for “a 
double portion” of the Spirit of Elijah ( 
Kings 2: 9-14). 


The Last Amazing Miracle 


Elisha could not have continued Elijah’s 
work if he had not seen him when he was 
taken from him; and centuries later, the 
Lord’s disciples could not have spread the 
Name and the doctrine if they had not been 
witnesses of his ascension (Luke 24: 50- 
53; Acts 1:9-11). Would we be worthy 
and fitted to preach Christ? We must first 
see him risen and glorified at the right 
hand of God through the revelation of the 
Spirit! . 

And here is the final scene: “And it 
came to pass, as they still went on, and 
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them 
both asunder; and Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, 
and he cried, My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof, 
And he saw him no more” (2 Kings 2: 
II, 12). The man who had run humbly be- 
fore the chariot. of Ahab, see him now 
carried away by horses of fire toward a 
far more glorious throne than that of the 
petty king of Samaria! 

But what mysterious transformation must 
have taken place betwixt earth and Heaven, 
that the body of corruption might put on 
incorruption and become worthy of en- 
trance into the celestial glory! This. mir- 
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acle is undoubtedly the most amazing of 
those recorded in the Old Testament. An- 
other man, Enoch, had had the same ex- 
perience. He “was translated that he 
should not see death” (Gen. 5:24; Heb. 
11:5). Do not these two translations fore- 
shadow the ascension of our glorious Sav- 
iour, and our own? (1 Cor. 15: 52-55.) 
Thus the greatest of the Old Testament 
prophets, save perhaps Moses, disappears 
from our view. Both of them returned to 
earth on the mount of transfiguration and 
talked with Jesus of “his decease which 
he should accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 
9:31). 


Contrasting the First and Second Elijahs 


Let us now turn our thoughts again to 
the Second Elijah. 

“John indeed did no sign”—so spake 
the people, but they added, “but all things 
whatsoever John spake of this man [Jesus] 
were true” (John: 10: 41). 

John the Baptist had no ravens and no 
widow’s cruse to supply his need; he never 


crossed the Jordan dry-shod, he healed no: 


one, he raised no dead, and no divine 
intervention broke his prison bars nor 
snatched him from violent death. He died 
in obscurity; no eyewitness of that tragic 
scene has recorded his last words. So 
ended the life of him of whom the Lord 
Jesus had said that he was “much more 
than a prophet.” 

And yet it would have cost Christ so 
little to have saved him from this igno- 
minious death! Yes, but was it not rather 
a signal honor for the Forerunner to be 
allowed to prepare the way for his Master 
right to the end? John belongs to the 
Old Covenant by his ministry, but by his 
death he belongs to the new. Elijah failed, 
even with mighty works, to revive faith in 
Israel. John, without a sign, was the means 
of bringing about the greatest revival 
among God’s chosen people before the com- 
ing of the Messiah. 

In the magnificent picture gallery of the 
heroes of faith in the eleventh of Hebrews 
there are two classes of portraits. There 
are those who were victors over all ob- 
stacles, those for whom and through whom 
God worked wondrous miracles: “Who 
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the power 
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, waxed mighty 
in war, turned to flight armies of aliens. 
Women received their dead by a resurrec- 
tion.” And there are those who, apparently 
at least, were always vanquished ; they “were 
tortured, not accepting their deliverance; 
that they might obtain a better resurrec- 
tion: and others had trial of mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and im- 
prisonment: they were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, they were tempted, they were 
slain with the sword: . .. (of whom the 
world was not worthy).” But all had the 
same faith, all were victors. And in God’s 
sight the former were not necessarily the 
greater. 

It is worthy of note that most of the 
miracles, and the most remarkable ones, 
which concern the history of the children 
of Israel happened in the formative period 
of the nation, before Moses had reduced 
to writing, guided by the inspiration of 
God, what was to be the charter of the 
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people. As soon as Israel had entered into 
the promised Land, and was in possession 
of the religious and political institutions 
which Moses had received from God, the 
era of miracles ceased, and divine inter- 
vention: became exceptional; the people had 
henceforth to walk by faith, and not by 
sight. The great miracles revived under 
Elijah, and only in the kingdom of Israel, 
for this kingdom had had no regular wor- 
ship since the separation from Judah, 
because the one center of religious cere- 
monial was Jerusalem. In Israel, there 
were no priests of the line of Aaron, no 
sanctuary, #0 sacred book known and read 
of the people. 

In John the Baptist’s time Israel had 
recovered her religious unity; the Temple 
had been restored; the devout Jews came 
there to worship from all parts of Palestine 
and the Jewish colonies; priests who were 
descendants of Aaron officiated at the Tem- 
ple worship, and most important of ‘all, the 
sacred Books were read regularly in the 
synagogues. 

John’s message did not need to be sup- 
ported by signs and wonders; he had only 
to remind the people of the requirements 
of the written law which they all knew, 
but the spirit of which they were far from 
having understood ; he had only to proclaim 
the Messiah whom they all expected by 
faith in the Scriptures. Those who have 
the Scriptures need await no miracles be- 
fore they turn to God. Did not the Lord 
himself put these words into the mouth of 
Abraham when-he spoke to Dives: in: Hades ? 
“They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them. .. . If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rise from the dead” 
(Luke 16: 29-31). The witness of the Scrip- 
tures is enough, miracles can add nothing 
to their authenticity, nor can the argu- 
ments of human wisdom. “Jews ask for 
signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom: but 
we preach Christ crucified” (1 Cor. 1: 22). 


Why Miracles Were Needed 


Let us beware, then, lest we give to 
miracles an importance which belongs by 
right to the Word of God. When there 
were no inspired books, no Gospels, no 
Epistles, signs and wonders were necessary 
to back the witness of the first preachers 
of the Gospel. But the Church. was founded 
far more by the spoken and written, wit- 
ness of the apostles than by the miracles 
they performed. The New Testament 
should be to us what the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old Testament were to the children 
of Israel. 

Let us beware, too, of making the health 
of the body a necessary condition, or a 
certain proof, of the health of the soul. 
The apostles did not always heal the sick, 


nor did they heal all the sick, but they , 


preached eternal salvation to all men. Let 
us remember that our bodies are corruptible, 
although they are temples of the Holy 
Ghost. The grace of God has saved our 
souls, it sanctifies our lives, it holds in 
check the fleshly appetites, but our bodies 
are only redeemed by hope (Rom. 8: 23, 
24). The life we now live is subject to 
the same physical laws as the life of 
other mortal men. True, the Lord an- 
swers the prayers of his children, but he 
grants their requests according to his will, 
and not always: according to their asking. 

Paul wrote: “Trophimus I left at Mile- 
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tus sick” (2 Tim. 4:20); and yet at Cor- 
inth “God wrought special miracles by the 
hands of Paul: insomuch that unto the 
sick were carried away from his body hand- 
kerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases de- 
parted from them, and the evil spirits went 
out” (Acts 19:11, 12). Does not this 
prove that the miraculous gifts were given 
in order to establish the doctrine, but that 
when the doctrine was established and the 
Church firmly grounded miracles were no 
longer necessary? 


(To be concluded next week) 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















Something Tried and Proved 


RECEIVED in my mail last Christ- 

| mas a letter that troubled me deeply 

for many days. It came from a dear 
friend of my youth with whom I corre- 
spond but once a year. In the far-away 
days when we were both teachers we used 
to see eye to eye and to have sweet com- 
radeship. Now she lives in Boston and 
I in the Middle West. Because of some 
sentiment I had recently expressed she 
commended me as an “uncontaminated 
farmer,’ and went on to imply that the 
majority of my guild have been behaving 
like a flock of vultures bent upon devour- 
ing the very vitals of our common country: 

I began casting about in my mind for 
a means of enlightening her as to the real 
character of these people whom I know 
so much better than she does, and know 
to be more contaminated and estranged 
from their loyalty than I am, though many 
of them have different theories from mine. 
And I realized vividly what I have been 
sensing more or less vaguely that sectional 
rivalry and economic jealousy have dan- 
gerously undermined our sense of union 
and a common: interest. The foundations 
seem to be rocking much as they did some 
eighty years ago. 

I lay in my bed wide-eyed and restless. 
Theories and experiments; how wearying 
and futile! All those specious promises at 
which the public caught so eagerly and 
which have proved more flimsy than the 
proverbial scrap of paper! Where find any 
solid footing? Then like a cool hand on a 
fevered brow came the words, “Behold, I 
lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious corner stone of sure 
foundation.” Thank God, in these heaving, 
earthquake days, for something tried and 
sure! Here is no-experiment. A founda- 
tion laid by the loving hand of God ere 
ever time began on this volcanic earth. 
“Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms 
rise and wane”; always the foundation will. 
remain unmoved. For us that believe is 
the preciousness. 

Glance at Isaiah twenty-eight where this 
promise is to be found, and it shines out 
like a precious stone from a setting of 
darkness and gloom. The prophet points 
to the crown of pride, the drunkards of 
Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is already 
a fading flower, and he charges that Judah 
too has made a covenant with death and 
hell and has taken refuge in lies. Many 
of us feel that our own beloved land has 
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offended no less. To prove our contention 
we have only to point to flaming billboards, 
or to the flagrant indecency of modern fic- 
tion which, since repeal, has suddenly burst 
out like a fire long’ smouldering. In our 
sorrow and chagrin we cherish more and 
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more the preciousness of our sure founda- 
tion, and pray for the day when justice 
shall be the line and righteousness the plum- 
met, even though it must bring swift and 
terrible judgment upon much that we have 
loved and longed to salvage. 














“Oh, That Wonderful, Rich Gospel!” 


Which transforms home into a “small paradise,” 
as one Belgian woman describes it 


By Edith F. Norton 














A Communist wanted to buy a New Testament from one of the workers of the 


Belgian Gospel Mission. 


Perhaps he was moved by curiosity, or perhaps even by a 
desire to combat Christianity, but he had a surprise. 


The Mission worker was not there 


to make money primarily, so he had a long conversation with the man and finally suc- 
ceeded in shwwving him the necessity of the new birth. Instead of a Testament, the 
Communist went away with a Bible and a decision to find the Truth. 


In this ariicle, Mrs. Norton, now the Acting Director of the Mission, tells other 


stories of the effective soul-winning work being done in Belgium. 


Those who would like 


to have a share in this work may send their gifts to the Treasurer, Charles G. Trum- 
bull, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


had for D— will be realized.” So 

wrote a worker from Flanders- who 
has recently taken up residence in this 
town, which it is wiser for the moment 
to leave unnamed. How well I recall, 
as we would drive through this town on 
our way to farther points, how my hus- 
band’s eyes would close and we would hear 
his prayer, “O God, bless this important 
city of D—, and open the way for us to 
plant the Gospel here.” Now his request 
is being fulfilled by the God who never 
dismisses unanswered the Spirit-inspired 
petitions offered by his children. Already 
meetings have been begun here with regu- 
lar attendance, and interesting conversions 
are taking place. Among the regular at- 
tendants are a couple, with their children, 
who saw in our Flemish paper Onze Hoop 
(“Our Hope”) that evangelical meetings 
are being begun so near to them —a thing 
they have longed for throughout many 
years, 

“A fiery witness for the Lord,” — thus 
is characterized one erstwhile drunkard of 
D—, who was the terror and bane of his 
family. His poor wife had all her life 
known little but sorrow, with drink as the 
immediate cause —for her own father had 
drunk himself to death, Now her home 
has been transformed into a “small para- 
dise” as she expresses it. “Oh, that won- 
derful, rich Gospel !”— exclaims the worker. 
Another convert is a young man who often 
accompanied Mr. B—, the worker, to the 
stations, when he was returning to his 
own post some miles distant, before he took 
up definite residence in D—. Now another 
worker has been installed in his first post. 

This young man, in the course of many 
conversations with Mr. B—, spoke of his 
need of Christ, but said with candor that 
he could not be a Christian as long as he 
went to the movies. However, the movies 
did not continue long to keep him out of 
the Kingdom, for soon afterward he an- 
nounced triumphantly, “I do love Christ, 
I have said farewell to the world, and am 
now following the Lord Jesus.” 

How does new work such as this at 
D— come into existence? The immediate 
cause is often a tent series or a campaign 
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in the open. air. But back of it all so 
often is the godly life and intercession of 
some child of God who wrestles for this 
particular corner of Belgium. Not alone 
Mr. Norton, but another soul as well laid 
siege of the Throne of Grace on behalf 
of D—, and was heard. This other soul, 
newly converted, although a middle-aged 
woman, lived at T—, the post of which Mr. 
B— was pastor. Throughout the nine 
years of her Christian life, before God 
took her Home, Mme. L— ran the whole 
gamut of persecution and suffering. Rome 
cannot keep us out of Belgium, nor hinder 
our Gospel enterprise, as religious liberty 
is guaranteed by the Belgian Constitution 
and upheld by her enlightened rulers, but 
still she can do much to intimidate and 
cause to suffer those who free themselves 
from her yoke. And this persecution is 
that which leads us to stress our open-air 
and tent activities, for in this manner can 
we take the Gospel direct to those whose 
fears of the church would keep them from 
entering our meeting halls. 


But in the midst of much suffering Mme. 
L— had one great, glad compensation. Her 
son, whose infamous life had made him the 
scandal of the countryside, had been won- 
derfully converted, and his faithful, loving 
care of his dear mother dating from this 
time —his care of the one whom before 
he had so mistreated — was as balm to her 
heart. 

The last year of her life, this dear saint 
suffered indescribably, but her very bed of 
suffering was but a pulpit for her potent 
witnessing. Three times the Catholic priest 
came to visit her, seeking to break down 
her resistance and lead her back to Rome. 
Although so weak she could scarcely speak, 
divine strength was always imparted to 
her that she might witness to her Sav- 
iour and assure them that “Jesus was 
enough for her.” Oh, these humble, holy 
souls, aged or young—some mere chil- 
dren— whose deathbeds have brought 
Heaven very near to the earth and whose 
clear, direct witnessing has led many a 
soul to the feet of their Saviour and has 
brought wonderment to the hearts of other 
unbelievers who daily sit in “the shadow 
of death’! - Literally hundreds such as these 
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have come to our notice since the beginning 
of this work in Belgium. - 

So we find this dying saint giving a 
“fiery witness” to several women visitors 
who had known her twenty-five years be- 
fore in D—! Hearing of her illness, they 
had come from there to see this old friend ; 
and, much impressed with what she had 
told them of the Gospel, they returned 
home. A little time after, these women 
bought a Bible from Mr. B— on one of 
his visits to their town, and this was the 
beginning of the opened door in D—. 

Shortly afterward, as the evening 
shadows fell, old Mme. L— closed her eyes 
and quietly prayed, and a little later, with 
the pastor and her family gathered about 
her bedside, she let her quiet gaze rest 
upon one after the other and then peace- 
fully “fell asleep.” 

When the first Protestant funeral was 
held in T— some years before, the populace 
manifested an irreverent curiosity that be- 
came annoying. This time, so marked is 
the influence of the Gospel witness in this 
city, hundreds gathered around the grave 
showing deepest reverence, and many were 
actually in tears. The parish priest, in 
his paper, later warned his parishioners 
against attending a Protestant funeral for 
fear of the harm it might bring to their 
faith! 

It is another part of Belgium in which 
this last scene is laid —the time, a Sunday. 
night after the close of the service. A 
young man, apparently profoundly unhappy, 
asks an interview of Mr. C—, As they 
draw apart and begin to speak together, 
the young man breaks into tears, crying, 
“Oh, sir, I implore you, give me back 
real faith, and tell me if there is yet any 
hope for me!” Refusing to be seated, the 
young man throws himself upon his knees 
and there remains — while pouring out his 
terrible story. Although brought up a Ro- 
man Catholic, he early asserted his inde- 
pendence of the church; separating himself 
from all religious practices. Soon drink 
gained dominion over him. He was the 
manager of an important business and hap- 
pily married. One day his wife was taken 
from him by death, leaving him alone with 
his two little children. Despair seized him, 
and one day at the grave of his wife he 
turned his revolver upon himself, inflict- 
ing a wound which happily was not fatal. 
One day in his great unhappiness, the 
Spirit-sent inspiration came to him to pur- 
chase a Bible. However, after purchasing 
it, he seems again to have become indiffer- 
ent, and even more than ever’ antagonistic 
to the claims of God. Soon, the evil spirit 
led him to a position full of revolt, —com- 
munist, nihilist. Then again the divine 
pressure drove him to interest himself in 
the things of God and he began to frequent 
the meeting hall, not entering, but linger- 
ing furtively at the doorway, listening for 
any crumb of comfort that he might receive 
from the preached message. 

This night in question, he resolves to 
enter the hall in quest of peace and drinks 
heavily in order to be given courage! The 
Word is opened up to him and he takes 
it in—only marveling and exclaiming over 
the riches of Scripture assurance. It is 
after midnight when he leaves at last in - 
peace—and Mr. C— remarks that the 
chair at which he knelt and the floor under- 
neath are both wet with his tears. 

The next day he returns, with his. face 
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agleam with joy, to tell of deliverance from 
drink and of his joy in the Lord. 

Since then he has attended the meetings 
regularly and bears a good testimony. 
When asked if he truly understood the 
Gospel, he replied: “Yes, I believe that 
Jesus is my Saviour. Formerly I was an 
atheist and was afraid of death, but now 
that fear has been taken away, because I 
know my place has been made ready in 
Heaven.” ' 
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How good God is to give these tokens 
of his mighty working! And with the 
skies darkening over us, heavy with war 
clouds, we welcome the openness of heart 
which we find everywhere in Belgium and 
pray that the doors of opportunity may yet 
remain open. Pray with us and for us, 
friends who read. Never was your co-oper- 
ation so needed as today. 

BrusseE_s, BELGIUM. 








“But One Was Out 


Thirty miles on a rg night to bring one 


soul to “the tender Shepherd's care’ 


on the Hills Away” 
By Cutler B. Whitwell 














office at the Bible Institute of Los 

Angeles a woman who said her com- 
munity was in great need of a Bible teacher 
for the class she had organized. She wanted 
to know if it would be ‘possible for the 
Institute to send a student. I told her I 
felt quite sure this could be done. How- 
ever, it was evident before she was through 
giving directions for reaching her com- 
munity that it would be impossible to send 
a student such a distance. As she talked, 
God laid it on my heart to tell her that 
I would be glad to undertake the work. 
She left the office with a thankful heart, 
having left careful instructions how to reach 
her home. 

The class met once a week. The follow- 
ing Friday I left my office for home to 
take Mrs. Whitwell with me. It started 
to rain, and by the time. I reached home 
the sky was ominously black and the rain 
pouring down. In view of the fact that 
the distance to be covered was over thirty 
miles, and the last two miles over a dirt 
road through the mountains, my wife was 
greatly troubled to find that I even thought 
of going. But the community had no tele- 
phone service, and the husband of the 
woman would be waiting at the junction 
of the highway and dirt road to show us 
where to turn off, for the chances were 
that, if by ourselves, we would miss it. 

In our early married days my wife slept 
with a gun at the head of her bed, while 
I put in the night far away, underground 
in the mines. So the moment she realized 
I really meant business she was in her 
coat and I in mine, and away we went. 
We were both nervous, for we had in 
mind the tragic floods of the year before 
when many autoists were drowned in the 
torrential waters, the La Crescenta dis- 
trict was devastated, and entire homes were 
swept away. 

The sky grew blacker and blacker and 
the rain increased. My wife was so over- 
wrought she could not help crying. I 
offered to abandon the trip, but she said 
she knew God had a work to be done as 
Satan seemed to be trying to frighten us 
off. It soon became dark, and water was 
running high in all the streets. 

We finally ‘reached Ventura Boulevard 
and the open country. We followed direc- 
tions carefully and, passing through Canoga 
Park, turned north. Somewhere along this 
highway the husband would be waiting, 


S otic time ago there came to my 


we hoped. The rain continued,,the water 
now running over the running board in 
places. 

Proceeding carefully for about three 
miles, and seeing no sign of the waiting 
husband, I was strongly tempted to turn 
around and make a run for home. I was 
perfectly certain no one would venture 
out to the Bible class on such a night, és- 
pecially in a country where there were only 
dirt roads. Then I was pretty sure the 
husband would figure that I certainly would 
not be so foolish as to come out on such 
a night. 

But we were impelled to go a bit farther. 
I thought of hearing’ Dr. Torrey tell of 
the time when he went out to preach in a 
raging blizzard, knowing that only the 
Lord and he would be at the church, It 
was as he expected. But he conducted the 
service, preached his sermon, gave ‘the in- 
vitation, and got home about one o’clock 
in the morning. A year later a man met 
him at the Moody Bible Institute and told 
of having taken refuge in the vestibule that 
night and of having found the Lord through 
the message preached. 

Suddenly my wife said, “There’s a red 
light!” We finally drew alongside a wait- 
ing auto parked by the highwayside. It 
was the husband, and we thanked God for 
answering our many prayers uttered along 
the road. Before starting on the last two 
miles the husband said: 

“You folks follow right behind me. Go 
slow ard don’t get out of the ruts or you'll 
slide into the ditch and stay there.” 

Then followed two miles cf slipping and 
sliding along a road heavy with muddy 
clay. For a moment it appeared as though 
we would not be able to ascend one of 
the short grades. But we arrived! The 
rain was still pouring down, but we were 
thankful. We had supper before a cheerful 
fire, accompanied by the sound of wind 
and rain on the roof. 

No one appeared, as I expected; but I 
started the lesson. During supper it was 
evident that the husband was not very 








There were ninety and nine that safely lay 
In the shelter of the fold, 

But one was out on the hills away, 
Far off from the gates of gold — 

Away on the mountains wild and bare, 
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care, 

Away from the tender Shepherd’s care. 

—Elizabeth C. Clephane 
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‘déep in things spiritual, so I gave a lesson 
calculated to interest him in the Bible 
itself; At the conclusion I asked, ‘Has 
anyone a question?” 

“Yes, I have a question —a lot of them.” 

“Good! Fire ahead,” said I. 

“Is there any hope for me? And be- 
fore you answer, let me tell you that I 
have never been baptized, nor do I belong 
to any church, They tell me I am not fit 
to be baptized or go to church. I smoke, 
as you see, and I drink. In fact, I go on 
periodic drunks, and when I get mad I 
swear something awful. And besides all 
this, I am a movie operator, so you see 
why I don’t go to church.” 

It was evident from this poor man’s 
testimony that he had been led to believe 
by the kindly neighbors that he was be- 
yond the pale. My wife at once spoke up 
and said, “You are just the one the Lord 
is seeking.” 

“But I can’t seem to live the way I know 
I ought to—I’m always going in the 
ditch.” 

My wife said: “But you have a bank 
account. and you are not using it. Of 
course you cannot help yourself, but the 
Lord. can and will. Just tell him all 
about it -—all your failures and weaknesses. 
When you are tempted, go at once to 
him.” 

As we talked we could still hear the 
raging storm, and could not but think about 
the trip home—but we knew He would 
care for that. And the darkness of the 
storm was offset by the look of hope on 
this husband’s face. It was actually lighted 
up as though a load had lifted; and the 
light intensified as we spoke of the love 
of the Lord for men in sin. 

“This has been a wonderful night to 
me,” said he. 

“Well, now we can see why the Lord 
had this rain and insisted on our plowing 
through it. He wanted to keep others away 
so that we could talk to and help you.” 

“I guess that’s right—and now I am 
going to lead you back to the pavement, 
for you can easily miss the road.” 

I stepped back into the sitting room to 
get my Bible. His wife followed me. 

“I have been praying for three years 
for the thing to happen that has happened 
tonight — but I did not think it would hap- 
pen so soon or in just this way.” 

As we opened the door a blessed sight 
greeted our eyes. It had stopped raining, 
and the moon was shining with dazzling 
brilliance. It seemed very wonderful for 
the Lord to do such things. I backed my 
car out of the yard, and far enough up a 
crossroad to allow our guide to do the 
same. However, something happened. As 
he backed into the road his rear wheels 
sank up to the hub, so deep that the rear 
fenders were even in the mud. He got 
out after several futile efforts to move his 
car. We waited to hear the brand of lan- 
guage by which he advertised himself. He 
merely looked the situation over and quietly 
said: “That will be there till morning. 
You will have to make the highway 
alone.” 

We did, and with great rejoicing over 
that first test so soon encountered and 
the victory won. 

Before reaching home late that night we 
passed through much water. ‘The next 
morning we read of the devastating effect 
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of the storm and of the many rescues 
and narrow escapes. a 
That Bible class continued through the 
winter. The husband grew day by day, 
but slipped and fell hard several times, 
much to the discouragement of his wife. At 
last, after weeks of continued victory, he 
went to see the pastor of a Hollywood 
church. His wife told us, with tears of 
joy, how he had first told her. The Lord 
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had wrought grace and victory in this 
man’s heart. He was baptized and re- 
ceived into the church, a truly born-again 
child of God. A few weeks later both he 
and his wife decided to move to Holly- 
wood, where they would be nearer the 
church. Thus the class came to an end, 
the Lord having answered the prevailing 
prayers of a faithful and loyal wife. 
Los ANGELES, 








and how they may be overcome 
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that she does not want to “waste” 

her time on a small class. This brings 
up the question of the value of small 
classes, and whether a good Bible teacher 
is justified in giving her time to a class 
of two or three rather than fifty or sev- 
enty-five. Practically every teacher who 
desires to start teacher training work in 
a church where this has not before been 
a matter of primary importance has to 
face such a question and decide to be 
satisfied with small beginnings, forsaking, 
temporarily at least, a large and rather 
easy field for a small and difficult one. 

Having done some pioneering work in 
teacher training, under the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, using the 
Preliminary Course, I believe that the dif- 
ficulties are more than compensated for 
by the results that may be seen in the lives 
of those who have taken the course. The 
first.class that I taught consisted of fifteen 
young people, who came in response to an 
invitation to enter a class in Bible Unit 1. 
There had not been much publicity, and 
that had advertised the teacher rather than 
the course, on which the emphasis should 
in every case be laid. To advertise a 
teacher rather than the course itself is 
much like “putting the cart before the 
horse” and arouses prejudice. As in any 
Sunday school class, the question whether 
the Bible in truth is taught is more im- 
portant than whether the teacher is par- 
ticularly “wonderful,” provided he is a 
consecrated student of the Word. 

Our first class had to meet in the Young 
People’s Department assembly room, after 
that department had conducted its rather 
long opening exercises and left for classes 
on Sunday morning. We were not given 
a room of our own because there was “no 
room for the teacher training class.” This 
is invariably the case. Organized classes 
are not usually willing to combine, al- 
though each may occupy only half a room 
or less, in order to give the teacher train- 
ing class a place to conduct a class through- 
out the whole Sunday school hour. The 
whole hour is needed, inasmuch as the 
standard requirement for the Preliminary 
Course is a forty-five-minute class period. 
When this hour is reduced by the taking 
of necessary records, the usual Sunday 
school tardiness, announcements, and the 
like, there are barely forty-five minutes 
left for the lesson. 

We had no blackboard and no equipment 
of any kind. Secretaries ran to and fro 
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in the department room, conferences were 
held on various matters, while we sat in 
one corner with our backs to the room and 
tried to concentrate on Bible Unit 1, mov- 
ing rapidly through Old Testament Law 
and History. After a while a room was 
found for us, and later we were allowed 
to use the whole Sunday school hour for 
the class. However, this is an innovation 
which must be dearly won by proving the 
value and importance of teacher training. 
Moreover, the teacher training class should 
have a room in a prominent position and 
a room which may be devoted wholly to 
that purpose, so that maps, blackboards, 
desks, chairs with arms for writing, and 
library books on teacher training, may be 
kept intact from week to week. Such a 
room is also available then for week night 
classes when desirable, and it is well to 
supplement the Sunday morning class with 
a week night class that may include people 
who are teaching on Sunday mornings. By 
alternating the units between Sundays and 
week nights, a teacher may continue to 
teach while taking the Preliminary Course 
over a period of two years, holding the 
class nine months of the year. 

Another obstacle to introducing teacher 
training on Sunday morning, which is un- 
doubtedly the best time for a young people’s 
class, is that the organized classes are 
often not willing to give up their members 
to teacher training. Yet one might well 
ask for what purpose an organized class is 
being conducted, if not to evangelize, teach 
the Word, and send out into service. Where 
are we to obtain our new Sunday school 
teachers, if not from present organized 
classes? Should an organized class con- 
sider its membership permanent, or rather 
a changing membership, as its purpose in 
the individual is accomplished? 

We met this obstacle by allowing our 
teacher training class to be an unorganized 
class, its attendance records, offerings, and 
class membership, with participation in mis- 
sionary projects and social affairs, remain- 
ing in the organized classes. It is true that 
the training class developed a fellowship of 
its own in addition, and later found it 
necessary to raise its own funds to cover 
the cost of teachers’ certificates and other 
necessary supplies; but this was without 
any encroachment on the privileges and ob- 
ligations connected with the organized 
classes to which our individual members 
belonged. However, many who were not 
in the teacher training class expressed a 
regret that they could not join it on ac- 
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count of their fear of offending their orig- 
inal classes. This is an attitude that can 
only be overcome by leading others to see 
the need for teacher training and its great 
benefits. 

Unless teacher training is definitely es- 
tablished in a Sunday school, such difficul- 
ties are usually to be faced. Yet when the 
students begin to talk about the benefits 
they are deriving from the class, and the 
Sunday school as a whole begins to see the 
value of teacher training, interest and sup- 
port will grow, and new members will 
enter the class as new units are begun, 
until the teacher training class becomes a 
continuing and very necessary perennial 
class, going through the Preliminary 
Course year after year until the slogan, 
“A certificate for every teacher,” becomes 
a reality. Surely a teacher training class 
is worth all the effort and difficulties in- 
volved in its initiation. 

PITTSBURGH. 

w 


” Arthington's Million” 
(An editorial, from the second page) 


ington mission investments has the advan- 
tages without the disadvantages of endow- 
ments, Endowments are an outstanding 
peril of the present-day Church. Unscrupu- 
lous theologians seize upon them and turn 
them to just the purposes for which they 
were not designed, Arthington showed his 
great wisdom in repudiating the idea of 
fortifying missions in this unhappy way. 

The number of mission agencies of all 
sorts and kinds which have been helped 
over stiles by Arthington money is amaz- 
ing. Samuel Pollard, the great apostle to 
the Miaos and Nosus of Yunnan, China, 
was subsidized by it. This mission has 
grown from nothing to 17,340 members. 
In China alone fourteen hospitals were 
either erected or considerably assisted by 
grants from this bequest. The Mukden 
Medical College and the Medical School 
of Shantung Christian University were also 
helped. Arthington money went to South 
America, Japan, Tibet, New Guinea. It 
helped in the production of Christian liter- 
ature in China, Japan, India, Guatemala, 
and Paraguay. It put a steamer on the 
Amazon and bought land in Paraguay. It 
helped the Jungle Tribes Mission, - the 
Benares Pilgrim Mission, the India Sunday 
School Union, the Women’s Medical Col- 
lege in Ludhiana, the Qua Iboe Mission 
in West Africa, the Lumbwa. Mission in 
Kenya. It gave a missionary a motor car 
or launch; to another a set of surgical in- 
strun.ents; to this station a pumping engine, 
to another a bungalow; to a student a 
course in tropical medicine. 

There is hardly an item in the whole 
range of Protestant missionary service 
which has not, at one or another time, been 
financed or assisted by the Arthington be- 
quest. Yet all this was done with one- 
tenth of the fund, nine-tenths having been 
turned over to English Baptist Missions 
and to the London Missionary Society. So 
well were these last agencies managed that 
no important enterprise initiated by Arth- 
ington money under either of them had 
to be given up when the Fund was ex- 
hausted, “This,” says the historian of the 
fund, “may well be a record in the history 
of undertakings of such magnitude.” 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 9. SAUL CONVERTED AND COMMISSIONED 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 9: 1-31; 22:3-21; Galatians 1:11-17; 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
printed text, Acts 9:1-9, 17-19; 1 Timothy 1:12-14 


Golden Text.—! was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.—Acts 26:19 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 9: 1-9, 17-193 1 Timothy 1 : 12-14 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that 
if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly 
there shined round about him a light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks. 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 
the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, 
hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, 
he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into 
Damascus. 

4 — he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor 
rink. 


17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and 
putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, 
that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: 
and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then 
was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 

1 Tim. 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled 
me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry ; 

13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: 
but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 9:1 But Saul, yet breathing threatening and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 and 
asked of him letters to Damascus unto the synagogues, that if he 
found any that were of the Way, whether men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 And as he journeyed, it came to 
pass that he drew nigh unto Damascus: and suddenly there shone 
round about him a light out of heaven: 4 and he fell upon the earth, 
and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I.am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: 6 but rise, and enter into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men that 
journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing the + voice, but behold- 
ing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes 
were opened, he saw nothing; and they led him by the hand, and 
brought him into Damascus. g And he was three days without sight, 
and did neither eat nor drink. 


17 And Ananias departed, and entered into the house; and laying 
his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who 
appeared unto thee in the way which thou cameést, hath sent me, 
that thou mayest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
18 And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales, and 
he received his sight; and he arose and was baptized; 19 and he 
took food and was strengthened. 

And he was certain days with the disciples that were at Damascus. 

1 Tim. 1:12 I thank him that ? enabled me, even Christ Jesus our 
Lord, for that he counted me faithful, appointing me to his service; 
13 though I was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injuri- 
ous: howbeit I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbe- 
lief; 14 and the grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly with faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus. 

2Or, sound. * Some ancient authorities read enableth. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
.y MOSES, apostle of the Old Cove- 


nant, is the great mountain peak of 

world history before Christ, so Paul, 
apostle of the New Covenant, is the great 
mountain peak of history after Christ. It 
is no accident that we must go to the 
Bible for the record of earth’s greatest 
men. As molders of human thought and 
action these two men stand above all other 
mere men. Yet Moses was nothing; the 
coming Messiah was all. Paul was less 
than nothing; the risen Christ was all. 
Modernism’s tribute to the greatness of 
Paul is to call him the maker of Chris- 
tianity. But Paul did not make. Chris- 
tianity. He was not the author of grace. 
He was the product of grace. Acts is the 
record of how the risen Lord Jesus com- 
pleted the making of the Gospel of grace, 
as he used Peter and John, then Stephen 
and Philip, then called and commissioned 
his chief instrument Paul. And to think 
that the chief persecutor should thus be 
chosen to be the chief proclaimer. Thus, 
in God’s wisdom, the man whom men 
rightly count the greatest Christian, and 
the greatest among men, saw himself as 
chief of sinners, as less than the least of 
all saints, not worthy to be called an apos- 
tle. In God’s dealings with Paul we see 


not only his plan for the salvation of the 
world, but also his plan for our own lives. 
For as he converted and commissioned 
Paul, so would he do for every one of us. 


The Historical Setting 


Paul’s conversion may be dated A. D. 
34, although scholars have put it as early 
as 30, and as late as A. D. 38. He wrote 
Galatians about A. D. 57, and First Timo- 
thy about A. D. 66. Paul first preached 
in Damascus (Acts 9:19, 20), then left 
for Arabia—probably to Sinai (Gal. 4: 
25), returned to Damascus (Gal. 1:17), 
where he was persecuted by the Jews (Acts 
9: 23-25), then went to Jerusalem, three 
years after his conversion (Gal. 1: 18; 
Acts 9: 26-30). 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:1.—And Saul. Should be “but 
Saul,” in vivid contrast to the ministry of 
Philip (cf. Acts 7:53; 8:3, and 8: 4-40). 
Breathing out threatenings and slaughter. 
(Cf. Rom. 9: 1-3; 10:1.) 

Verse 2.—Letters to Damascus. The most 
ancient city in the world (Gen. 15:2), 
about 156 miles north of Jerusalem. To 
the synagogues. According to Josephus, 
there were large numbers of Jews and 
proselytes. in Damascus. The Christian 
Jews were still in the synagogues. Any of 
this way. “The Way” —expressive and 
beautiful name for the new faith (John 14: 
6; Acts 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:22; Isa, 40: 
3; 2 -Fet. 22242: 


Verse 4.—He fell to the earth (cf. 26: 
14). Heard a voice. “In the Hebrew lan- 
guage,” that is, in the Aramaic that our 
Lord used on earth (26:14): Saul, Saul. 
Repeated in affectionate and reproachful 
address (cf. 22:7; 26:14). Why perse- 
cutest thou me? As head of the Body, 
our Lord is suffering when any member 
suffers (Matt. 25: 40; 1 Cor. 12:26; Eph. 
1:23; Col. r:18). Saul, like others, hated 
Christ “without a cause” (John 15:25). 

Verse 5.—Who art thou, Lord? Saul 
recognized that this glorified being was 


‘ one he should honor. Jt is hard for thee - 


to kick against the pricks. The ox that 
kicked against the goad drove the goad 
farther in. Saul was vainly fighting God 
(cf. 5:39), and he was injuring himself 
by his mad course. The words may in- 
clude the other thought that his conscience 
was pricking him; his conversion was 
supernatural, but this does not exclude a 
working of the Spirit through Stephen, 
and in other ways, to prepare him for 
the appearance of the Lord. 

Verse 7.—The men . .. stood speechless. 
First they fell to the ground, and then arose 
(26:14). Hearing a voice. There is no 
contradiction with 22:9; they heard the 
sound, but did not distinguish any words, 
as indicated by the genitive case of “voice” 
(cf. John 12:28, 29). Seeing no man. 
They saw the light (22:9), but did not 
see Jesus, as Saul did. 


Verse 17.—Brother Saul. What a story 
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Lesson for August 9 


in those words! The Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee. Saul saw the 
glorified) Lord himself, in person, not 
merely as a vision (1 Cor. 15:8; 9:1). 
Be filled with the Holy Ghost. See Spe- 
cial Topics. 

Verse 18.—He received sight. His blind- 
ness and the healing were both supernatu- 
ral (Acts 13:11). Was baptized. With 
water, the outward symbol of the fact that 
he was now baptized by the Spirit into the 
Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). 


1 Timothy 1:12—I thank Christ Jesus 
our Lord. For committing to his trust the 
glorious Gospel (v. 11). For that he counted 
me faithful. By grace alone God ordained 
that Paul should become a faithful min- 
ister (1 Cor. 7:25; 4:2). Putting me 
into the ministry. Rather, “appointing me 
to service,” by his sovereign grace (1 Thess. 
5:9; Acts 20: 24). 

Verse 13.—Because I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief. Not meaning that ignorance 
was an excuse; the ignorance was caused 
by unbelief, a wrong condition of the heart 
(2 Cor. 4:4). The mercy springs from 
God’s grace alone (Titus 3:5). But the 
ignorant, rather than willful, rejection of 
the Spirit of’ God means that his heart 
was in a condition to receive life and obtain 
the mercy (Acts 3:17; Rom. 10:2; Matt. 
12: 24-32; Luke 11:52). Compare the at- 
titude of Pharisees sinning against light. 
The Heart of the Lesson 

Paul is God’s pattern Christian, God’s 
sample of what grace can do for the chief 
of sinners. The things that we receive 
and hear and see in Paul, these things we 
are exhorted to do (Phil. 4:9). So in 
the very beginning of the study let us learn 
the secret of his life. It is giyen in two 
questions which are the first recorded words 
of Paul. “Who art. thou, Lord?” The 
answer to that question put Saul into the 
lowest depths. “I am Jesus.” How terrific 
the conviction of sin! All he had built 
on had crumbled. Nothing was left — but 
Jesus; he was enough. There follows the 
second question: “Lord, what wilt thdédu 
have me to do?” Paul had found a Sav- 
iour and Lord. Henceforth nothing mat- 
tered but the will of that Lord. Paul saw 
Jesus. Have we seen him? The secret 
of his mighty ministry was that he became 
the man of the heavenly vision. Our con- 
version also includes our commission; our 
life now is simplified: to do the will of 
our new-found Lord,—to be obedient to 
the heavenly vision. 


Lesson Outlines 


Paut — CALLep oF Gop 

1. Called from his birth (Gal. 1:15). 

2. Called out of darkness into light (Acts 
26:18; 1 Pet. 2:9). 

3. Called to proclaim Christ (Acts 26: 
16-18). 

4. Called to obtain the prize of the high 
calling of God (Phil. 3: 14). 

Paut’s Vision — AND OvurS 

1. Seeing self and sin. 

2. Seeing Jesus and his forgiving love. 

3. Seeing the world in darkness needing 
Jesus. 

4. Acting on the vision: convicted, con- 
verted, commissioned— obedient to the 
heavenly vision. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Com- 
missioned. Acts 9:1-31; 22: 3-21; 
Galatians 1: 11-17; 1 Timothy 1 : 12-17 
7. August 16.—Sowing and Reaping (Tem- 
perance Lesson) .......... Galatians 6 : 1-10 
8 August 23—The Gospel for Ail Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; Romans 1 : 13-17 
9. August 30.—Beginning of World Mis- 
SIONS cccocesccdescce Acts 11 : 19-26; 13 : 1-12 
10, September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13: 13 to 14: 28; Romans 10 : 8-15 
11. September 13.—The Council in Jerusa- 
lem ..... eeesenes Acts 15: 1-35; Galatians 2 
12, September 20.—Christian Living...Romans 12 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of 
Christianity in Western Asia. 


Fourth Quarter 
1. (14) October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Romans 15: 18-21 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Jesus is God. Paul called him Lord, 
and from that time worshiped him as God. 
The revelation of the Gospel came not from 
man but from Jesus Christ, that is, from 
God (Gal. 1:12). Paul received his com- 
mission from Christ —his God. 


Conversion and Baptism’ of the Spirit. 
The “washing away of sins” is linked with 
Paul’s baptism, and at the same time he 
was filled with the Spirit (cf. Acts 9:17, 
18; 22: 16). 

Paul’s Experience and His Doctrine. 
Paul stands as a tremendous refutation of 
the modern teaching that it is life that 
counts, not doctrine or theology. But doc- 
trine determines life. Study the remark- 
able parallel between Paul’s own experi- 
ence, and the doctrine of grace that he 
preached. 


When the Jews See Jesus. Saul’s con- 
version when he looked on the one he 
persecuted seems clearly a foreshadowing 
of the time when Israel will look on him 
whom they pierced, and will be saved, at 
the personal appearing of the Lord (Rev. 
1373 Rom. 11326). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Conviction of sin, and of lostness. Saul 
—blasphemer, hater, persecutor of Jesus: 
there was no doubt of his sin and his lost- 
ness. But we, and each of our pupils, need 
to see that every man is in utter darkness, 
apart from Christ. 


Assurance of forgiveness and of salva- 
tion. Salvation is all of grace. We may 
be as sure of salvation as we are of Christ’s 
atoning death. 


The fullness of the Spirit. When we 
accept Christ, we are called to live in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, who convicts 
and converts and indwells each believer. 

Saved to serve. It is more accurate to 
say that we serve because we are saved. 

Despair of no man. Had you asked 
Ananias and the other saints about it, 
they would have said, “Anyone but Saul.” 

Begin and continue the Christian life in 
prayer. Thus Paul did. 

Be obedient to every word of the Lord. 
His words to Saul and to Ananias were 
unexpected. But they obeyed. 

Beware of Modernism. Paul’s conver- 


* 501 


sion is the contradiction of all of Mod- 
ernism’s unbelieving denials. 


Be a man of visions. Paul, most prac- 
tical of Christians, was a man of visions. 


Every man’s life a plan of God. Paul 
was a chosen vessel. So is every Christian. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


In the face of Stephen Saul might have 
seen the glory of the Lord, but he was 
blind to the heavenly vision (Acts 6:15; 
9380? 2 Got 424).G, 165 a5 %6); 

Paul, like Peter and John, could not but 
speak the things he had seen and heard 
(Acts 22:15; 26: 16). 

Every conversion includes a commission. 


Paul did not convert all the Gentiles; 
the Lord of the harvest is still calling for 
witnesses, 


The Lord showed Paul not how great he 
would be, but “how great things he must 
suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 9: 16). 


Paul’s ministry from the beginning was 
buttressed by the service of lesser disciples: 
Ananias brought the Lord’s message to 
him, and Barnabas won a place for him 
among Jerusalem believers (Acts 9: 27). 


When Paul proved to the Jews at Da- 
mascus and Jerusalem that Jesus was the 
Christ, they had one answer —to put him 
to death, as they put Jesus to death (Acts 
9: 22, 23, 29). 

The Lord was not only revealed to Paul 
but in him: that is the supreme prepara- 
tion for preaching (Gal. 1:16). 


Persecutor Saul: “To me to live is to 
destroy Christians.” Brother Saul: “To 
me to live is Christ.” 


We Gentile Christians are spiritual chil- 
dren of the spiritual children of Paul; will 
we leave spiritual children? 


Cotumara, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and ogee ~ Rage ge They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HEN was Paul called of God? 


2. Why was Paul called of God, when 
he was apparently such a bitter foe of the 
Christians ? 

3- How do we know that Saul of Tarsus 
was sincere in his persecution of “that Way’? 

4. How can you explain the conflict between 
verse 7 of this chapter and Acts 22:9 and 
26:14? 

5. What expression of Saul’s indicates his 
entire surrender to the Lord Jesus on the 
Syrian plain that day? 

6. What one word best explains the miracle 
of the conversion and commission of Paul? 

7. What was the heavenly vision that Paul 
saw, and to which he was not disobedient? 

8. When, where, and what did Paul preach 
after his conversion? 

9. What elements in the conversion and 
commission of Paul were different from those 
‘n our conversion? What elements were the 
same ? 

10. What opinion about his ministry and 
preaching did Paul have that differed -entirely 
from what the Lord told him? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 504 in this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without fir.t secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected, by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one son. 

A Lesson from Pegasus.—/ was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision (Golden 
Text). A little lad listening to the myth- 
ical story of Pegasus, the winged horse, 
suddenly exclaimed, “Pegasus could not 
travel on the dirt road, Auntie, because he 
was made for the sky road.” Are not all 
Christians made for the sky road? If.they 
are traveling the “dirt road,” it must be 
because they have been disobedient to ‘the 
heavenly vision—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


What a Disturbance Showed.—There 
shined round about him a light from heaven 
(Acts 9:3). Some years ago, my hus- 
band and I had occasion to return from 
a journey to a dwelling which had been 
shut up and hastily left in a time of great 
emergency. Nothing had been covered or 


fam crucified with 

“¥ Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I 
now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave 
himself for me* 

Galatians 2:20 
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put away; the place was in a sad condition 
indeed, yet at first on entering all seemed 
strangely in order. The dust of months 
lay thick everywhere, yet it was so evenly 
distributed that, until disturbed by our 
movements, it was scarcely noticeable. 
Then truly its hideousness was revealed, 
and we were glad to spend the night else- 
where. Later, too, we found that every 
garment left in that house was riddled with 
moths; yet it looked decent enough at first. 
And so may we seem decent to ourselves 
until God stirs up the defilement within.— 
From The Dawn. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


When Dr. Scofield Resigned.—And he 
trembling and astonished said, Lord, what 
wilt thow have me to dof? (v. 6.) “I shall 
never forget when the passage in Joshua 
concerning the captain of the Lord’s host 
came home to me. I had begun to take 
a certain pleasure or pride, far more than 
I suspected, in being the pastor of a grow- 
ing and working church. I was not very 
conscious of it, but there was a kind of 
complacency in beginning to be talked about 
a little. And then I came across the pas- 
sage in Joshua, and do you know what I 
did? I resigned my pastorate immediately 
—not to the church; I said not a word 
to the church about it for two years, but 
I said to the Lord, “I have been figuring 
around before these people as the captain 
of the Lord’s host! Now I resign. Be 
thou Captain.” And from that day until 
the day I regretfully laid that pastorate 
down, I never felt an hour’s burden of. it; 
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never !”—From Dr. CYI. Scofield, in North- 
field Echoes, 1896. Sent by Harold F. 
Damon, Sayre, Pa. Prize illustration. 


Our Own Attitude?—And he trembling 
and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? (v. 6.) An Oriental 
traveler says that on.one occasion he of- 
fered a piece of money to an Arab beggar 
with the request that he run a short errand 
for him. “Judge of my astonishment,” he 
remarked, “when the beggar drew himself 
up in his dirty blanket and said: ‘I don’t 
run errands. My business is to solicit 
alms.’”” We may well ask ourselves if the 
attitude of the Oriental beggar is not, in 
a measure, frequently typical of our own 
attitude before God. We are ready enough 
to ask him for favors, but are surprised 
that he expects us to render any service 
in return.—From the Teacher's Quarterly. 


Sent by Mrs. Lizzie Kirby Beck, Smiths 
Grove, Ky, 


His Greatest Experience.—The Lord... 
hath sent me (v. 17b). A few years ago 
a young man in Indianapolis was heard to 
say that he had intellectual difficulties about 
the faith of the Christian. A prominent 
layman of the city heard of this and got 
his address. That evening he went :to his 
boarding house and in his hall bedroom sat 
down to talk about the Gospel with that 
man. One difficulty after another faded 
away. At last he got on his knees by the 
young man and prayed for him. Then he 
turned to him and asked: “Won't you 
surrender to Christ, now and here?” And 
the young man said, “I will.” That lay- 
man went to his pastor and told the story, 
and said: “I have had many thrilling ex- 
periences, but that one outranks them all.” 
The man who stayed in that hall bedroom 
with a strange young man till one o’clock 
in the morning was Benjamin Harrison, 
ex-President of the United States—From 
Earnest Worker. Sent by Mary J. Gal- 
braith, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


And Paul Was a Pharisee.—The grace 
of our Lord was exceeding abundant (1 
Tim. I: 14). “See,” said an evangelist to 
a penitent who was slow in taking com- 
fort, “See how even the publican was ac- 
cepted when he cried for mercy!” “Ah,” 
said the other, “but I have been a greater 
sinner than a publican; I have been ‘a 
Pharisee.” “Well,” was the answer, “since 
God was so glad to hear a publican say, 
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ how 
glad would he be to hear a Pharisee say 
so!”—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
E. M. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank thee 
our Father, for the giving of spiritual sight, 
and a new heart and life purpose to Sau! 
of Tarsus. We thank thee for his faithfulness 
and courage through all the days that fof- 
lowed. We pray thee that if any of us are 
living in a darkness which keeps us from a 
knowledge of the Lord jesus Christ, and from 
his service, and ranks us among his enemies, 
may we indeed have that darkness taken away, 
if need be by a blinding experience, leading to 
clear sight, and an undying Icyalty. May we 
not be disobedient unto the heavenly vision, 
Thou hast so many ways of revealing the Lord 
Jesus Christ to us! Some of us have known 
of him for a long while, but we really do not 
know him until we accept him as Saviour and 








ce 








Lesson for August 9 


Lord, and commit our lives to him. Grant that 
this may be true of those of us here today 
who have been holding back from him. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.— You would not like 
to ask for blindness, would you? Cer- 
tainly Saul of Tarsus did not ask for that 
experience. But the Lord Jesus knew what 
Paul needed, and out of the blindness on 
the Damascus road came, a little later, clear 
sight, and a devotion to the Lord whom he 
had persecuted, and who now was his Sav- 
jour and Master, such as made a new man 
of Saul, until he became the Paul whom 
men have called the great apostle. Did 
he call himself the great apostle? No, he 
spoke of himself as the least, and not only 
that, but he called himself the chief of sin- 
ners. What a change for a man like Saul 
of Tarsus! Yes, and what a difference 
it makes to you and to me when our pride 
of self is gone, and the Lord Jesus Christ 
lives in us, to work his blessed will with us 
in every part of our lives! How long must 
he wait before we give ourselves to him 
entirely? Let us pray. 





SAUL (-ONVERTED 
PAUL MMISSIONED 
AM I! 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
Smile and Wait.—Saul, yet breathing 


‘out threatenings and slaughter against the 


disciples (Acts 9:1). “Converted” — 
“Commissioned.” Before — After. When 
you come upon some Saul or other breath- 
ing out threatenings and slaughter against 
things religious, do not for a single in- 
stant be a bit disturbed. 

“I don’t believe in the red-slaughter- 
house religion of yours and those old 
wives’ tales that go with it,” said the man. 

“Don’t you wish you did,” was the q(ffiet 
reply, “for then perhaps you might have 
the same peace, happiness, and real friend- 
ships of those of us who do believe.” 

As a matter of fact, from Saul’s day to 
this day there have been no happy. and 
joyful unbelievers. There is not a glad 
note anywhere among those who have writ- 
ten. Some of them in their writings and 
mouthings shout and sing and put on all 
their glad garments as they dance before 
the world, a world somewhat inclined to 
be influenced by their show of hilarity. 

But back in the close privacy of their 
seemingly happy lives are bitter dissatis- 
factions, apprehension, discouragement. 
And don’t I know! For years I have been 
a weeping post for such folks. For some 
reason or other, unhappy people like to 
tell me their troubles. I expect I am a 
good listener for one thing, and for an- 
other thing I am sympathetic and under- 
standing, having come up that way myself. 

Hence it is when I happen to meet some 
Saul who goes into antireligious eruption, 
I just raise my asbestos umbrella and wait 
until the, ashes are spent. I know it is 
only some incident upon the Damascus 
‘Road for a Saul the killer to fall down 
and get up a Paul the apostle. 

The history of the church is full of ex- 
hibits from Augustine to Bully Brown, the 
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ae 
tough sailor who went down to Water 
Street Rescue Mission to wipe up the floor 
with Jerry McAuley and wound up preach- 
ing the Gospel to sailors in ports all over 
the world (2 Cor. 5:17; John 3:3). 


The Convincer.—Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? (v. 6.) One day in a 
meeting where there were many railroaders 
a roundhouse hostler arose and waving a 
piece of hand, with only a palm and a 
thumb, in the air, cried in a great fog- 
horn voice that made the old church ring, 

‘“Tf any of youse railroaders don’t be- 
lieve I’m a converted man you jist go home 
and arsk my old woman.” 

And like old Bill Burton, if any of 
you fellows should hear the professor say 
it was only a sunstroke with an accompany- 
ing mental disturbance and not a miracle 
from Heaven this question from Paul will 
settle it. 

Men who have fainting fits and sudden 
“spells” and *sunstrokes and hallucinations 
do not get up and cry, :“Lord, what wilt 
thou have me do?” They are put to bed 
and doctored. 

When that cry goes up from the heart 
of a man, something away out of the ordi- 
nary has happened in that man to change 
his whole course of life, both in his think- 
ing and in his actions. 

There are those who are continually com- 
plaining of the “dead wood” in the church, 
who are forever pointing a finger at the 
“mere belonger,” who narrowly. approach 
the condition of a “common scold” for 
which New England invented a “ducking 
stool.” 

But this fact remains, when a church 
member, whether found on the Damascus 
Road or just one of the Pew Warmers, 
comes to the place where he can cry, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
or in his own language, “Lord, I want a 
job with you,” you get a real helper in 
the church (2 Cor. 6:1). 


The Wonderful Change.—They led him 
by the hand (v. 8). I am just now read- 
ing Lord Hamilton’s “The Vanished Pomps 
of Yesterday.” It is fine. He tells of the 
courts of Europe, when as a young fellow 
of twenty he entered the English diplomatic 
service. As I write this note I am with 
him amid the “pomps” of Czarist Russia 
—and, believe me, they are some “pomps” ! 

At the same time I am reading the ac- 
count of Countess Irina Kariatina (Mrs. 
Victor F. Blakeslee, formerly Countess 
Irena W. Keller), the first aristocrat 
allowed to go back to Russia. Oh, yes, I 
read more than one book at a time — that’s 
my besetting fault, and why I have never 
amounted to much intellectually and am 
just a plain plug countryman. 

“After ten years what a change in every- 
thing!” cries the ex-countess. She seems 
to think, all things considered, a change 
for the better. And what a change in 
Paul’s world! 

Yesterday the pomp of power, in his 
hand the knout of the killer in the shape 
of the stone, today a poor dependent no 
more to dwell peaceably in Jewry. From 
riches to poverty. From a sword on the 
hip to a tent needle in the hand. From 
persecutor to prisoner. From leader with 
flashing eye and “forward, march” to the 
humbled led-one, with blinded eyes and 
“lend a hand” (Acts 7:58; 18:3; Phil. 
3:8). 
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And all this great change in an instant 
by a miracle on the Lincoln High — excuse 
me, Damascus ‘Road, Route Number 30 
for Coatesville and all points west! 

So why waste time and energy, good 
paper and ink with the ever present “Sauls” 
who are out after the real Christians. 
Jerry McAuley in his autobiography tells 
of a tough sailor named Bully Brown, the 
worst on the sea when in his cups, who 
filled up with New York East Side bad 
liquor and with a big bottle in pocket 
started for the Water Street (N. Y.) Mis- 
sion to clean out “old Jerry and his singers.” 

The trip proved Bully Brown’s Damas- 
cus Road. He went' out of the mission 
Blessed Brown, and then followed in due 
course rescue missions for sailors all over 
the world, as on ship and shore whilom 
tough Bully Brown went after the men of 
his own sort and gathered them into the 
Kingdom. So don’t get excited when the 
high-brow Sauls and the rough-neck Bully 
Browns get on an antireligious rampage. 
God has a way. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Discovery. 

Discussion: The completeness of Saul’s 
surrender to Jesus Christ, and the. pos- 
sibility of such a surrender on our part 
today. 


Objective: Finding one’s self in Christ. 











AY, fellows, discovery puts a lot of zest 

in life. God made us so we like to be 
making discoveries — uncovering some new 
thing or finding some lost thing... That is 
why a fellow likes to play “hare and 
hounds” when he is young, and go looking 
for the North Pole when he is older. It 
is the secret of the long sustained popular- 
ity of the detective story and the cross-word 
puzzle. Men in all ages have willingly 
hazarded their lives to discover something 
that is hidden. But the greatest discovery 
that any fellow will ever make is the dis- 
covery of himself—his real self —and 
what he can be through Christ; and the 
only way to do that is in the conscious 
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the 
clear light of that presence, a fellow sees 
how little he is and how Christ :can trans- 
form him. In that clear light, values 
change; counterfeits throw off their false 
claims and stand out as they really are. 
Even the costly things of the world shrink 
to trifling proportions, while the quiet 
things of the Spirit are revealed in their 
greatness. 

On the Syrian plain, near the gates of 
Daraascus, Saul of Tarsus discovered him- 
self, when he found himself in the presence 
of “Jesus of Nazareth.” He had held two 
big totally wrong ideas. One was about 
himself and the other was about this Jesus 
of Nazareth whom he was persecuting.. He 
verily believed that Jesus was an impostor, 
and all who confessed Jesus as the Christ 
should be put to death; but when he came 
into the actual presence of Jesus he ree- 
ognized him as his Lord and placed him- 
self at his service. “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” Up to this time he had 
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thought that he, Saul, was a mighty man 
of God, doing a mighty work for God. Now 
in the presence of Jesus,.he realized that 
he, Saul, was the chief of sinners and 
totally mistaken in his course. Saul was 
broken and shattered that day, then made 
new in Jesus Christ, to become a mighty 
disciple of the Lord. 

Fellows, that is what occurs when you 
and I let ourselves come into the presence 
of Jesus. I say “let,” because it is teally 
up to us whether we shall be in that pres- 
ence. The Holy Spirit is constantly seek- 
ing to lead us into his presence. But we 
get so busy with other things — sometimes 
very good things, often bad things — that 
he is shut out of our serious thinking. Get 
on your knees by yourself today —take the 
time for it—and say this to the Holy 
Spirit: “O thou Spirit of God, please 
bring me now into the presence of Jesus 
Christ, that he may show me what I am 
—how cheap I am—and how wonderful 
he is; and let him show me what I may be. 
Let me discover my true possibilities in him, 
and give me the grace and the faith to go 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of * The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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back into the world and be a true disciple.” 
You say something like that to him, fel- 
lows; make your own prayer. And you 
will get a vision. You will make a real dis- 
covery. That discovery will cause you to 
cast aside a lot of misconceptions and to 
find a new meaning in life. You will then 
delight to enthrone the King in your heart, 
and serve him there. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for August 9) 

1. Read Galatians 1: 15. 

2. Because he was a chosen vessel of God 
(Acts 9:15, 16). > 

3. See John 16:2; Acts 26:9, and 1 Tim. 
A 

4. There is no conflict. The three state- 
ments should be taken together. The men 
heard the “voice” as a sound (Gr., phone), 


but did not hear the “voice” as articulating 
the words, “Saul, Saul,’” etc. (Scofield.) 


5. “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
6. Grace. 

7. The Lord Jesus himself. 

8. Shortly after his conversion; in the syna- 


gogue; that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God (Acts 9: 20). 

9. Paul actually saw the Lord in a super- 
natural vision; he was chosen to be an apos- 
tle; he was commissioned for a special work 
as apostle to the Gentiles; he was called to 
interpret the Gospel of grace; there were 
physical miracles connected with his convic- 
tion and conversion. With all these differ- 
ences the elements that are the same are the 
greatest: we also are born of the Spirit, filled 
with the Spirit; Jesus dwells in our hearts; 
we see him with the eye of faith, and hear 
his voice; we are commissioned to make him 
known. 


10. He thought the Jews would receive his 
message because of the tremendous change in 
his own attitude. The Lord told him to de- 
part from Jerusalem, for he would send him 
far hence to the Gentiles (Acts 22: 18-21). 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Use the paper doll which represents Saul. 


O YOU remember where you met this 

young man Saul? He was the one 
who held the cloaks of the men who stoned 
Stephen to death, Then he went about 
arresting the Christians and putting them 
in prison. One day he started out with 
some other men to go from Jerusalem to 
Damascus, intending to bind the Christians 
there with chains, and bring them back to 
Jerusalem. 

As they were on the road, suddenly a 
light shone from Heaven, brighter than 
the sun, and Saul fell to the ground. A 
voice said to him, “Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me?” And Saul answered, 
“Who art thou, Lord?” And the Lord 
said, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” 
Saul was frightened and trembling, and he 
said, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
And the Lord said to him, “Arise, and go 
into the city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do. 

The men with Saul just stood and looked. 
They heard a voice, but saw no man. And 
when Saul arose, he could not see, and they 
led him by the hand into the city. For 
three days he neither ate nor drank, and 
could not see. Then God sent a man named 
Ananias to heal his blindness, and to tell 
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him more about the Lord Jesus. And he 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and. be- 
came a great preacher, and I wonder if 
you can guess who he was, for God changed 
his name from Saul to — Paul! 

And Paul was one of the most wonderful 
preachers the world has ever seen. We are 
going to learn many things about Paul, 
and some of the things that he did for the 
Lord. 

When God spoke to Saul, he asked what 
God wanted him to do, and he turned 
around and went God’s way, just the other 
way from his own. ; 

How many of you boys and girls are 
doing the things God wants you to do, or 
are you doing your own way? 

Our Memory Verse is, “Teach me thy 
way, O Lord” (Psa. 86: 11a). Instead of 
printing it, I’m asking your teacher to teach 
you a verse of a song, “Have Thine Own 
Way,” and I want you really to mean it 
when you Sing it. 

Mopesto, CAL. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer.Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 16. The 
Phil. 2 : 12-15. 


Sunday, August 9 


Dishonest Practices in Our Daily Life 
(Eph. 4:25, 28, 29) 


Christian Idea of Success. 





Mon.—The evils of drinking (Prov. 23 : 29- 


32). 
Tues.—Avoid dishonesty (Rom. 12: 17-21). 
Wed.—The wiles of the seller (Prov. 20: 


14). 
Thurs.—Cheating (Acts 5: 1-11). 
Fri.—Unjust to the poor (Jas. 5 : 1-6). 
Sat.—Peter’s wrong practice (Gal. 2: 11- 
21). 











R. W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS 

used to tell the story of a Salvation 
lassie that one day met a man, in clerical 
garb, on the streets of London and said 
to him, 

“Sir, are you saved?” 

With a twinkle in his eye, the clergy- 
man asked, “Do you mean esothemen? Or 
do you mean sozomenois? Or do you mean 
sothesomai?” 

The amazed lassie was not sure whether 
she had addressed a man from another 
country or not, for she did not understand 
the meaning of the words that the clergy- 
man used. They mean, in the Greek, 
“Have I been saved?” or “Am I being 
saved?” or “Will I be saved?” The clergy- 
man was none other that Bishop Wescott, 
the co-author of Wescott’s and Hort’s 
Greek Testament, and one of the most 
famous Greek scholars in the world. He 
was gently testing out the Salvation Army 
lassie’s knowledge of salvation, although 
she did not know it. And thereupon he — 
proceeded to give her a lesson on the mean- 
ing of salvation, pointing out to her its 
three aspects, that of the past, of the pres- 
ent, and of the future. 


we 


The Lord Jesus, when he died on the 
cross of Calvary after he had. said, “It 
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The Christian Faith 
in the 
Modern World 


By J. Gresham Machen, 


D.D., Litt.D. 


This new book, by one of 
the leading defenders of the 
Faith, is based on his radio 
addresses delivered during 
the first few months of 1935. 


Its 243 pages contain a 
clear, readable setting forth 
of the fundamentals of the 
Christian Faith. Some of 
the questions discussed, in 
forceful, non-technical lan- 
guage, are: 

The Present Emergency 

and How to Meet It. 


Do We Believe in Verbal 
Inspiration ? 


Does the Bible Teach the 
Deity of Christ? 


What Jesus Said About 
Himself. 


The Testimony of Paul to 

Christ. 

It is a book that every 
Fundamentalist should read 
and will be glad to read. 


How You Can 
Get the Book 
Without Charge 


We'll be glad to send you 
a copy without charge if you 
will send us eight Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions to the 
‘TIMES, at 25 cents each, for 
ten weeks, to be sent to 
eight of your friends who 
have not been subscribers 
within the last six months. 








The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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is finished,” completed our salvation, so 
far as its past is concerned. By virtue of 
his death, every one who comes to him 
in faith has his past sins forgiven and is 
cleansed from the stain -of sin. 

But there is a present aspect also, in 
which the ‘salvation he provides keeps us 


moment by moment from sin’s power, so. 


that we are daily “being saved.” 

And there is also a third aspect con- 
cerning the future, when our bodies will 
be redeemed from every effect and trace 
of sin. Then we shall be removed from 
sin’s presence to be in the presence of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


bd 


We are to think this week in our young 
people’s meeting of the present aspect of 
salvation. Every one who has accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ has been made a 
new creature, and has been given a new 
heart and a cleansed life. But there are 
many practices, which a person may have 
indulged in before he became a believer on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that may not at 
once be recognized. as harmful or ‘sinful. 
Hence we need the washing of the Word 
day by day, and the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit to quicken our consciences and make 
them sensitive to those things that are 
contrary to God’s will. 

In our Scripture lesson, Paul was writ- 
ing to the Ephesian Christians. Yet he 
mentioned such things as lying, anger, steal- 
ing, indolence, and evil speaking and com- 
panions. These Ephesians had ‘been so 
immersed in these wrong practices, and 
were so surrounded with them that, even 
after they became Christians, they needed 
to be warned against them, and to recog- 
nize them as contrary to a yielded Chris- 
tian life. A little later in this same letter 
Paul warned against drunkenness, against 
uncleanness, and covetousness, against un- 
seemly talk, and the like. 

Do Christians need to be warned against 
such things in these days? Well, have 
you ever known boys and girls who claimed 
to be Christians, yet who cheated in ex- 
amination time? Have you ever known 
Christians who did not hesitate to ride 
on a train or street car without paying 
their fare, providing the conductor over- 
locked them? Have you ever known Chris- 
tians who were willing to indulge in raffles, 
or games of chance, or other schemes for 
getting things for nothing, or for less than 
their value? Have you known Christians 
who failed to return to a cashier or clerk 
the excess change when mistakes were 
made? Do Christians ever shade the truth 
when speaking of another, or pass on some 
bit of gossip that should have stopped 
when it reached them? 

It is not hard to see that we need many 
of these admonitions in our day. Human 
nature is the same as it ever was, and we 
need to give time each day to the reading 
of God’s Word and prayer, and to trust 
him to keep us, moment by moment, from 
these pitfalls into which many of us may 
easily slip at any time if we are depending 
upon our own strength. How much time 
do you give to prayer and to the Word 
each day? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Curist1AN YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Children at Home 


The Earthquake 
at Cherry Mountain 
A story founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


ATO’S home was at the foot of an old 

volcano in Japan; called Sakura Juna 
(“Cherry Mountain”). The sea came up 
nearly to the shores of the village, so Sato 
had great fun watching the queer loads of 
fish arriving, and trying .to help the men. 
What strange things got into those big 
nets, —jelly fish, shell and “box” fish, 
which have a square, tough, horny outside 
and a real little fish living inside! 

Sato was nearly thirteen and went to 
a village school. His father had the largest 
fish business in the district. 

As it was school holiday time Sato and 
his little sister Hana were playing with 
some newcomers on the beach. These 
children were so friendly and pleasant that 
Sato liked them at once. One boy named 
Taro told him his father was a believer 
in the Lord Jesus, and they were so sorry 
because there was no church near enough to 
attend, but they hoped one might be begun 
soon in the village. He brought out a 
little book with bright colored pictures to 
show Sato, and soon both boys had left 
off searching for shellfish and were reading 
it together. 

Taro was a bright, clever boy, and eagerly 
explained many things to his new friend 
which Sato could not understand. Indeed, 








so keen were they on talking that they” 


never noticed how the time was flying until 
Sato suddenly jumped up and called Hana. 

“Come quickly, Hana Chan, we must 
go home at once,” and saying, sayonara 
(“good-by”), to their new chums, they ran 
home to find their mother with supper 
ready, looking out for them. A little, low 
table was set in the middle of the living 
room, on which bowls and chopsticks were 
placed and then flat cushions called sabiton 
were set on the matted floor. 

There was only one “foreign” chair in 








WHITFIELD ©BAN GROVE, N. J. ' 


ntral ° 
A Curisti1an Hotei Away From —- 

3 DAYS AS LOW AS $10, AMERICAN. 
PHONE 1991 Cc. U. HERMAN 





Sell Greeting Cards Portraying the TRUE Spirit of: 


CHRISTmas 


Our Box of 24 DeLuxe Scripture Text Folders is, with- 
out doubt, the best value on the market. A $1.75 value 
sent to you postpaid for 60c. ‘Iwo or more boxes, 50c 
each. For 4 Boxes, each containing 15 lovely Cards and 
folders, send $1.00. Take ordersnow! They sell on 


sight. SHEPHERD’S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa. 
Western Canada. 


in 
80 W Our Mission, Est. 25 


yrs. is the only Mission carrying the Gospel to 
this people. Your prayerful and financial help 
urgently needed. Kindly communicate with 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 
to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada 








TEACH THROUGH THE EYE 


“ . 
The Seven Tests and Eternity — Where?” 
Throuch the Hible in Ten Lessons. With Eight 
COLORED WALL PICTURES (8% x 11 ins.) 
New and Arresting. For Aduits or ildren, In- 
dividuals or Class Work. $1.00 a Set (Post- 

Paid). Five Sets for $4.00. 
CARRIE G. and MARY R. ANDREWS 
40 W. Jackson Road Webster Groves, Mo. 
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Palestine, 
Past and Present 


in the New Year-Book 
of the Holy Land 


A Book of 144 Pages, With Many Full- 
page Illustrations and Maps, Printed 
on Highest Grade Enamel Paper 


OULD: you like to have 

authentic information on the 
population, area, industrial and agri- 
cultural developments, and the politi- 
cal situation in Palestine? 

Would you like to have for refer- 
ence a study of the historical develop- 
ment of Palestine? 

There is a table showing the area 
in square miles and the population 
of many cotintries for comparison 
with the figures for Palestine; a 


table of important dates from 2100’ 


B. C. to A. D. 1918; and a complete 
index. 

A wealth of information concern- 
ing the present state of the Holy 
Land is given in this book; impor- 
tant events since 1914 are traced in 
detail, and up-to-date statistics are 
tabulated for ready reference. 

Do you know just what the Brit- 
ish Mandate is, and the Balfour Dec- 
laration? 

And do you know what is the 
method of administration in Pales- 
tine? 

What are the leading products of 
the country? Just who are the Arabs, 
and what is the Arab attitude toward 
Jewish immigration? 

What official is at the head of the 
Palestine government? How can one 
obtain citizenship in Palestine? What 
are the educational opportunities 
there? How many Jews have emi- 
grated to Palestine? 


These, and a great many other 
questions of similar interest are an- 
swered fully in this book, with ap- 
propriate Scripture references. 

Because of the wealth of fact in 
this “Year Book of the Holy Land,” 
the prospective traveler will be en- 
lightened on some very practical 
questions by a study of this fascinat- 
ing volume, and the Bible teacher 
and Bible student will value it for 
its background of detailed informa- 
tion concerning the Land of the 
Book, from early times to the pres- 
ent day. 


How You Can 
Get the Book 
Without Charge 


We'll be glad to send you a copy 
of the Holy Land Year Book with- 
out charge if you will send us five 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to the 
Times, at 25 cents each, for ten 
weeks, to be sent to five of your 
friends who have not been subscribers 
within the last six months, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the house, which was kept for Honorable 
Father, who was used to such in his office 
and found it better for his neat Western 
clothes. He was seated reading when the 
children came home, and slipping off their 
geta. (“wooden clogs”) they made many 
polite bows to their parents, saying, “We 
have just come.” 

“Where have you been all day?” asked 
their father at supper. 

Sato eagerly told all about their new 
friends, but to his surprise his father looked 
very angry. 

“I won’t allow you to speak to that boy 
again,” he said. “I know the family are 
all Shinja (‘Jesus followers’), and I can’t 
bear those people.” 

“Why, Chi-Chi-San?” asked Sato eagerly, 
but his father told him to finish his rice 
and to obey without questions. 

Sato was ever so sorry about it, for 
he had taken a great liking to his new 
friend, and wanted_to hear more about the 
wonderful Jesus-Master. It was not at all 
nice having to keep away from him at 
school and whenever he saw him on the 
beach, but Taro seemed to guess the reason, 
His father told him how much Mr. Suzuki, 
Sato’s father, the fish merchant, hated 
Christianity and opposed the opening of 
any little church in the neighborhood. 

“It is very sad, Taro, my son; we must 
pray that God will change his heart, for 
if he became a Shinja, there are many who 
would follow his example in the village. 

So Taro started to pray. He wanted 
to be friends with Sato, who was a nice 
boy, always good-natured and honest at 
school. 

Time passed, but there was no chance 
of any friendship, and still Taro prayed on. 
Then one evening very suddenly an earth- 
quake shook the village, especially the end 
where the Suzuki family lived. 

“Hello,” cried Sato carelessly, “an earth- 
quake.” But what followed was a new ex- 
perience for them all. The first tremor 
was accompanied by a deep rumbling noise 
which made the house beams creak, and 
then everything seemed to rock like a small 
boat in a rough sea. Mr. Suzuki snatched 
up the baby, shouting to his wife and the 
others to follow. Holding the child in 
one arm he clung to an orange tree in the 
garden with the other, as everything rocked 
around, Suddenly the house fell down in 
a blinding cloud of dust, and his wife could 
scarcely see to get out with poor little 
Hana clinging to her and screaming with 
fright and pain, as a beam struck her shoul- 
der. 

“Where’s Sato?” shouted his father. 

“Isn’t he here with you?” cried Mrs. 
Suzuki gasping for breath. 

“He’s in the house!” sobbed Hana. “He 
helped me to get out first when Mother 
called. Oh! he'll be killed.” 

Putting the baby into his mother’s arms, 
Mr. Suzuki rushed back into the ruins of 
the house, when suddenly a boy pushed ‘past 
him shouting: 

“T’ll go and find him, Mr. Suzuki. I’m 
small and light and can squeeze through 
better.” 

It was Taro! Setting himself to climb 
through all the falling masses of wood 
and cement, he at last heard a feeble cry. 
With the greatest risk to himself he at 
last found Sato underneath a heavy beam, 
his head free, but all the rest of him held 
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as in a vice. It was impossible even with 
the help of Mr. Suzuki (when at last he 
managed to reach him), to free the poor 
boy, who was gasping for breath, “O 
God!” cried Taro, “send some one to help 
quickly!” At that moment his father ap- 
peared, and in a few minutes Sato was 
brought out, badly bruised and with some 
ribs broken, but alive. 

Mr. Suzuki, in his great relief, could not 
but thank the friends who had come and 
saved his precious son. Taro’s father, how- 
ever, made little of what he and his son 
had done, only saying that he did “hope 
it might be possible now for them all to 
be friends in future.” 

“I came as soon as I heard this part 
of the village was so badly damaged, and 
unfortunately your house seems to have 
suffered most. Taro ran off at-once; I 
don’t know how he got to know so quickly, 
but I was delayed on the way as I came 
to see if I could help you.” 

And so the earthquake at Sakura: Juna 
village was used to sweep away not only 
Mr, Suzuki’s home, but his feeling against 
the Christians. 

Not long after a small church was started 
in the village, for Taro’s father was not 
at all like some of the “hypocrites” that 
Mr. Suzuki said he had met. The boys 
became the best of friends, and through 
their influence at school were made a bless- 
ing to their fellow scholars. 

Although earthquakes in Japan are al- 
ways more or less dreaded occurrences, the 
one at Sakura Juna was used by God to 
make two men friends, who have since 
been a great. help to the growing Chris- 
tian church. 


WortTHING, Sussex, Enc. 





[| With the New Books 


Billy Sunday, the Man and His Message. 
By William T. Ellis. (With Mr. Sunday’s 
Autobiography, a Tribute from his yoke- 
fellow Homer A. Rodeheaver, and a con- 
cluding chapter by Mrs. Sunday.—John C. 
Winston Co., Philadelphia, $1.50.) It is 
probable that no other man in this gener- 
ation, — and perhaps even in others — ever 
spoke to so great a number of human be- 
ings as did Billy Sunday. The appended 
record of his campaigns from 1910 to 1035 
shows nearly two hundred towns and cities 
visited, but many will not need this tabu- 
lated list to remind them of the year Mr. 
Sunday came their way, for it was the 
beginning of days when their feet struck 
the “sawdust trail.” 

That countless throng along the trail 
from East to West and from North to 
South will find joy and inspiration in this 
book which reproduces much of the very 
atmosphere of the old tabernacle. Many 
of Mr. Sunday’s sermons are given in full, 
with his clear reasoning and logic, his in- 
imitable wit and humor, his marvelous 
grasp of concrete facts, and his homely 
stories and illustrations from real life. 

True and vivid is the portrayal of Mr. 
Sunday himself throughout the book. His 
Autobiography alone, so wholesome, naive, 
and altogether delightful is worth the price 
of the book. The story of how this simple, 
honest, hard-working boy rose from a hum- 
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ble beginning to a place of almost unprece- 
dented opportunity, and how he used that 
opportunity for the glory of God and the 
good of men, is a veritable tonic for young 
and_ old. 

Much of the criticism and even enmity 
that he faced is frankly dealt with, and 
incidents taken from various cities give 
a convincing picture of what his campaigns 
actually accomplished. In this résumé of 
his life there can be no question left in any 
mind regarding the worth and permanent 
value of the ministry of the man who was 
known and loved as “Billy” Sunday. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





ANY readers will recall a letter pub- 

lished in this department in the T1IMEs 
(Feb. 22, 1936), from a mother who had 
become a slave to the habit of smoking. 
She. was: trying in her own strength to 
overcome it for her children’s sake, but 
was unable to do so. 

Much interest was shown in her letter 
and the answer. A number of letters were 
received commenting upon it, among which 
was the following one from Mexico. It 
gives a blessed testimony to the power of 
God, and it will doubtless encourage others 
to trust him for deliverance. 

Dear Mother Ruth: We receive THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs and receive great 
blessing from it. We read also your column 
with much interest, for we, too, are in-our 
Father’s service and come in contact with 
many problems. ‘ 


My friend, with whom I work, was read- 


ing your column in the Tres, and the 


experience of the woman given there so 
touched her heart, and she also felt moved 
of the Spirit to write you and tell you of the 
experience of an elderly man who was 
instantly cured of the tobacco habit. I 4m 
writing to tell you of it, as she is not 
well and can’t write just now. 


My friend and her husband are both 
most devoted Christians, and one day this 
man came to see them. They began to 
talk to him of our Lord’s return. As they 
told him of it, the Holy Spirit touched his 
heart, and he was under conviction. My 
friend, seeing he was in a condition to 
surrender to Christ then, asked him if 
he wanted to be a Christian. He replied 
that he did. She asked him to kneel there 
and give his heart to.God and be saved. 
He did so, and right then was saved. 


But, my friend noticed he smoked a 
great deal. She talked to him about it, 
and told him that he could not enter God’s 
presence witn that dirty habit. She told 
him of the perfect deliverance God had for 
him if he was ready to give up the habit, 
and that if he believed God’s Word and 
wanted to be delivered he could be right 
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then. He said he did want to be deliv- 
ered, that he had smoked since he was five 
years old and also chewed tobacco. He 
had tried in his own strength to give it 
up and had never been able to. God’s 
servant who was dealing with him asked 
him if he was ready to be delivered then. 
He said he was. He had in his pocket 
a full package of cigarettes. She asked him 
to hand them over to her. He did so. 
Then she asked him to bow his head in 
prayer. She prayed a short prayer. He 
also prayed, asking God to deliver him. 
Both were short prayers, then he took God 
at his word and was instantly delivered. 

Afterward his old friends who had seen 
him smoke tried to tempt him and make 
him go back to smoking. They mocked 
him, blew their smoke in his face, and 
did all they could to get him to smoke 
again. But he has testified many times 
to God’s perfect deliverance, and says that 
when they blew their smoke in his face 
he never had any temptation even to smoke, 
The odor of it did not awaken any appe- 
tite in him for it. 

My friend wants to pass this man’s 
experience on to the woman who wrote to 
you in her distress, with the assurance 
that it will be a blessing to her to know 
of the perfect deliverance God gave his 
child in. answer to simple faith. As you 
told her, she cannot do anything in her own 
strength, but if-she will trust God and give 
up her cigarettes he will deliver her, for 
he has said, “And whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will I do” (John 14:13). 

Praying -God’s richest blessings upon you 
in your labor of love for him, and asking 
an interest in your prayers for the service 
of our Saviour in this needy part of his 
vineyard, I am, 

Yours in his service, M. E. M. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 3 to 9 


Mon.—Acts 9:1-9. Saul Converted. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Grace . .. ex- 
ceeding abundant” (1 Tim. 1:14). It takes 
greater grace to save religious sinners. As 
phonetics come easier to those who have 
nothing to unlearn; so salvation by grace 
comes easier to those who have no right- 
eousness of their own to renounce. The 
saving Redeemer’s salvation is a gift. It 
is “everlasting grace” or “everlasting dis- 
grace” for every one of us. Pray for Camp 
Pinnacle Conference, R. F. D., Voorhees- 
ville, N. Y. 


Tues.—Acts 9 : 10-19. The Convert’s Commission. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Chosen ... to 
bear my name.” Every child of God has an 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


Free from denominational bias 
or a ye be 

. publications can used w 
Inspiring safety in any Sunday school. 
Practical ‘Thousands of schools are find- 
Ti ing them unusually helpful 
ime and interesting. ey may 
Tried be the answer to the Lesson 
Help problem in your school. 


eee Write today for free specimens 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 











A Thorough Education in a Thoroughly 
Christian Institution 


WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 
UNIVERSITY 


DAYTON - - TENNESSEE 
$230.00—Tuition, Room, Board—$230.00 











REPEAT YOUR MESSAGE OVER AND 
OVER BY USING GOSPEL{ 


TRACTS 


THAT KEEP TELLING THEIR STORY 
TILL DESTROYED 


Sample package, 25 cents 
FAITH, PRAYER and TRACT LEAGUE 
DEPT. T., MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICH. 
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A Cry from th 
Russian Field 


Many native Russian Gospel Preachers are appealing 
for help to relieve their suffering, to enter open doors 
with the Gospel of Christ, and to bring spiritual relief to 
the needy Russian Field, the only effective method to 
stop the rising tide of atheism and radicalism. 


The RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, Inc., is 
now supporting native missionary-evangelists oa the 
Borders of Russia and also helping —s chers 
in the Soviet Union. Others are ready to go! the means 
are provided. The following extract from one of our many 
letters was received from Russia in June, 1936: ‘‘Mother 
is very ill from lack Y ‘food and at present we are in 
greats need. I went through four grades of the Rus- 
sian Public School but cannot continue any longer be- 
cause we have no food. I beg you to help us as much 
4 on one. pc, have for, yeten ¥ and do ee Ba 

tke you di ‘ore. ing for your reply.’ — 
WHAT ILL YOU DO? 

Will you answer this cry with your contributions? 

Address ali communications to the 


Russian Gospel Association, Inc. 
64 W. Randolph &t., Dept. T, Chicago, fil. 
(Write us for Russian Gospel News). 
Executive Commistes : Rev. Peter Deyneka, Gen. 
Director, Dr. Paul W. Rood, A trolled Mr. Cc. B. 
Hedstrom, Vice Chairman, Mr. M. D. Plunkett, Vice 
ur 


Chairman, Mr. . A. Benson, Treasurer, 
I. Brown, Rev. Charles P. a 
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‘SEATTLE 
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“Every Creature’ Commission. The folks 
we meet with day by day and can reach 
are our parishioners. As Christ would have 
all men saved; so he would have all who 
are saved witnesses to the sons of men. 
The Spirit in us desires to develop his 
implanted grace of love to God and love 
to men. Christian! take heed how you bear 
that worthy Name. Pray for the Confer- 
ence at Ben Lippen, near Asheville, N. C. 
(Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, Director.) 
Wed.—Philippians 3 : 8-16. 
The Convert’s Resolve. 
Prayer Succestions: “One thing I do.” 
Let God’s high calling in Christ be your 
goal. A passion to please the Lord in all 
things sanctifies the whole of the Christian 
life. If Christ is given the pre-eminence 
the faculties, members, and affections of 
your life will become instruments of right- 
eousness. Only the Christ-centered reveal 
Christ to others. The magnification of 
Christ was Paul’s master passion. Pray 
for the Cedar Lake Conferences, Cedar 
Lake, Indiana. ‘ 
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Thurs.—Galatians 1 : 11-17. 
The Convert’s Story. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” The direct, divine teaching 
of Christ Jesus is our message to the world. 
We have not followed cunningly de- 
vised fables. A revelation from Heaven 
is the story we have to tell to the 
nations. One “Thus saith the Lord” is 
worth more than a million uninspired 
declarations of men. The glory of the 
Christian Church is that she is the bearer 
to the sons of men of the glorious Gospel 
of the blessed God. The convert’s story 
is best told in Scripture terms. Pray for 
Cedar Lake Boys’ Camp, Cedar Lake, Ind. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 4: 1-8. The Dying Confession. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Departure .. . 
at hand.” Our dying testimony should be a 
shout of triumph. Thus Christ died, and 
thus, too, he would have us finish our 
course. Depression at departure will not 
glorify God nor give comfort to our fellow 
pilgrims. Keep close to Christ and you 
will have an exultant death-bed. Pray for 





Central Location and High Principles have made 
WHEATON a nationally prominent institution. 


And now Graduate Work for Teachers 
is Possible at WHEATON 


D=™ the last two. decades, 
the growth of Wheaton Col- 
lege has been phenomenal. 


Favored especially by high educa- 
tional standards, and by a central 
location 25 miles west of Chicago, 
Wueaton has progressed rapidly 
in prestige, in academic standing, 
in financial background, and in 
student enrollment. Today, WHEa- 
TON is a national institution. 

Recent trends in the educational 
world are calling for at least one 
year of graduate work for high 


school teachers. Accordingly, 
Wueaton introduces at this time 
a program of study especially de- 
signed for teachers and leading to 
the Master of Arts degree. 


Wueaton’s graduate program de- 
parts from the conventional. It has 
been shown that the majority of 
high school teachers are required 
to handle more than one or two 
subjects. Consequently, graduate 
work at WuearTon is organized in 
terms of a broad teaching field rath- 
er than a highly specialized one. 


Complete information regarding this new Graduate Course may 
be promptly secured by addressing The Registrar, Box T-736 
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the conferences of Associated Gospel 
Churches, Winona, Ont., Can. 


Sat.—Ephesians 2:1-10. Saved by Grace. 

Prayer SuccEsTions: “Saved.” Because 
we are “his workmanship” Christ must have 
all the credit for our salvation. Spurgeon 
illustrates the aloneness of Christ in our 
salvation by depicting a man with only a 
cry left picked up by a life-saver. Christ 
meets us at the end of ourselves. “All of 
grace” is the saved soul’s explanation of 
his being in the family of God. Fanny 
Crosby’s “Saved by Grace” was lost in 
Sankey’s files for two years. Have you 
found yours? Are you telling the story, 
“Saved by Grace”? Pray for the con- 
ference at Boulder Bay Camp, Pine Knot, 
Cal. 


Sun.—Isaiah 6 : 1-8. 
Isaiah’s Vision and Commission. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I saw.” Chris- 
tian service begins with a vision of the 
Lord. Only those who can say, “I saw,” 
will say, “Here am I; send me.” Hud- 
son Taylor said that he seemed to hear 
God saying, “I am going into Inland China 
to do a great work, and if you will go 
along with Me I will use you there.” Rev- 
elation ends in consecration. A sight of 
the Lord makes one ready to go to the 
fields. Pray for the conference at Mont- 
rose, Pa, (Founded by R. A. Torrey.) 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
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These rates include postage. 
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